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WAR DEPARTMENT 
The Adjutant Gencral's Office 
Washington 
A.G. 335.15 
(12-11-39) M=M December 16, 1939 


SUBJECT: Christmas Greetings. 


TO: The Chiefs of all Arms and Services; the Commanding 
Generals of all Corps Areas and the Commanding Officers 
of all Exempted Stations. 


The following message received from the President is quoted 
for the information of all concerned: 


"TO THE ARMY AND NAVY: 

My Christmas Greetings to ail rans of the Army 
and Navy. The year ‘ues closing jias been the period of the 
greatest peacetime development of our armed forces for 
the defense of this country. I am sure that the people of 
the United States are conscious of an added feeling of 
security, and that they join with me in congratulations 
and thanks to the officers and men who have worked so hard 
and so effectively to bring this about. I send to each of 
them my personal wishes for success and happiness in the 


New Year. May it be one of peace ani prosperity! 


(Signed) FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
Commander in Chief," 
By order of The Secretary of War: 
E. S. Adams, 


Major General, 
The Adjutant General. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 


The Adjutant General's Office 


Washington 
A.G. 335.15 
(12+19-39)M-M B December 20, 1939. 
SUBJECT: Christmas Greetings. 
i TO: The Chiefs of all Arms and Services; the Commanding 


Generals of all Corps Areas; the Commanding Genoral, 
GHQ Air Force, and the Commanding Officers of all 
Exorpted Stations. 


The following message received from the Secretary of War is 
quoted for the infornation of all concerned: 


"TO THE OFFICERS AD ENLISTED MEN OF TEE ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES: 


The yeer just closing has been one of unprecedented 
peacetime activity and progress in the strengthening of our 
national defense. 


I wish to congratulate and to thenk each member for 
j his part in making possivle the splendid results whicn are 
being achieved. 


It is my wish that you and your loved ones enjoy to 
the fullest extent a merry Christmas and that the New Year will 


be one of happiness and prosperity. 


(Signed) HARRY H. WOODRING, 





Secretary of War." 


By order of the Secretary of War: 


EK. S. ADAMS, 
Major General, 
The Adjutant General. 
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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF 
Washington 


December 18, 1939 


Major Generel Henry H. Arnold, 
Chief of the Air Corps, 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear General Arnold: 


My Christmas crectings ani good wishes for the 
wew Year to you and the personnel of the Air Corps, and 
my thanks and appreciation for the fine work and loyal 
support of the Air Corps during these critical months. 


The past year has been epochal in the peacetime 
history of the Army, first involving a major augmentation 
for the Air Corps and defenses of the Canal Zone, and re- 
cently the expansion, corps organization and concentration 
of ground forces and the reenforcement of both the commands 
in Fanama and Puerto Rico. The furtherance of this program 
has mede unusual demands upon the Army, and the whole- 
hearted response of all ranks to every demand has been an 
inspiration and profound gratification to the War Department. 


We face the New Year with complete confidence in 
the ability of the Army to provide for the National Defense. 


A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to each 
member of the Air Corps. 


Faithfully yours, 


(Signed) George C. Marshall, 
Chief of Staff. 


V-€306,A.C. 
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GREETINGS FROM THE CEIEF OF THE AIR CORFS 


A year ago last month instructions were received to prepare plans for 
augmenting the Air Corps as to planes, personnel, organizations and instal- 
lations. At abovt this time last year plans for such a program were nearing 
completion. Early in the present year cur Commander in Chief,the President, 
approved our program and submitted it to the Congress. Last June Congres- 
sional authorization and appropriations exceeding $300,000,000 launched the 
Air Corps Expansion Program, which providei for an increase of more than 
100% in the size and strength of the United States Army Air Corps. 


That, in bare outline and brief sequence, represents probably the most 
epochal event which has occurred to our Corps in its whole history. The 
year 1939, therefore, must always retain the greatest significance for ovr 
branch of the Military Service. The six months which have passed since 
June lst last marked the greatest period of pressure which is likely to be 
placed on our Corps outside of actual warfare. Thanks entirely to the loyal 
and able personnel of which our Corps is composed, the first six months of 
the Air Corps Expansion Program have been carried out in a creditable manner, 
measured by any reasonable standard. The tremendous load which has been 
carried and the success which has been obtained would not have been possible 
without the wholehearted cooperation of every officer and man in the Air 
Corps, and, as Chief of the Air Corps, I wish to especially thank you and to 
say that your reward lies in the fect that you have had a responsible share 
and played a most important part in a significant and momentous undertaking, 


While reviewing with great satisfaction the events of the year which is 
passing, we must not forget that 1940 is coming up and that the next twelve 
months will mark the vital middle period of our program. The more than 3000 
airplanes for which we have contracted will be pouring from the factories. 
The more than 20,000 men who have been enlisted will have to be trained and 
equipped for their tasks. The new units which on February first will be 
activated will have to be organized, equipped and trained to take their 
places alongside the present excellent squadrons, groups, and wings in our 
Air Force. These will be tough tasks for strong men and stout hearts, and 
will require the same energy, initiative, and cooperation which have been 
displayed the past year. 


No member of the Army Air Corps can be unaware of the fact that exten- 
sive air warfare is now occurring abroad. There is a full scale laboratory 
in which tactics, technique, and equipment are being tested day by day before 
the eyes of the world. We must be sufficiently intelligent and alert to take 
full advantage, in our schools and our tactical units and in our experimental 
development, of the signs in the skies over there - of the service test of 
air warfare now in progress. 


With appreciation and commendation for your effort in the past and with 
these thoughts for consideration for the coming year, may I wish for every 
officer, enlisted man, and civilian employee in the Air Corps continued 


health, happiness, and success. J 1/7 


Major General, Air Corps, 8306,A. Ce 
Chief of thie Air Corps. 
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The chief snd ose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 


nautics to the 


lying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 


Guard, and others connected with ——— 
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THE GOOD-WILL FLIGHT TO BRAZIL 


There was the rumble and then the 
roar of great engines all up and down 
the line. Pilots, radio phones glued 
to ears, watched out of the high cock- 
pits toward the plane containing the 
gray-haired commander. He nodded and 
waved a smiling goodbye to the little 
gro standing on the line and slowly 
at first the Flying Fortress began to 
move. It rolled out, turned sharply 
for so huge a monster, and got under 


way. 

ae seconds later, the second ship 
in line wheeled, straightened out and 
took to the air, and then another and 
another until seven of the Air Corps 
Flying Fortresses were on their way, 
rolling down to Rio. 

Aboard were fiftv-nine men. In com- 
mand was we General Delos C. Emmons, 
Commander of the General rng a 
Air Force, and directly under him, cap- 
tain of the ship in which the General 
flew, was Lieut. Colonel Robert Olds, 
to whom there was nothing new in Jump- 
ing from zone to zone and back in a few 
hours, 

Snatches of the story of this latest 
achievement of the Army's big bombers 
have eppeered in the papers. Notices 
of their arrival at Panama, at Lima, of 
their hop across the Andes four and a 
half miles in the air, and of their 
2200 miles over-water flight non-stop 
from Maracaibo to Washington, but the 
story of that flight in all its stirring 
detail will probably never be told. As 
& matter of 





and thence non-stop 2200 miles over 
water to Washington. 

All the way down and all the way back 
there were stops for international gosd 
will greetings and exchanges, and when 
the trip was over and the statisticians 
asespes to figure up what had been ac- 
complished, it was found that in 70 
hours' flying time - spread over nine 
days - they had traveled 12,000 miles 
in fair weather aud foul - much of it 
foul; had flown over every country in 
South America save one, and had stopped 
in many of them; brought back to this 
country a mission of ten Brazilian Army 
officers; had flown the President of 
Brazil and the key members of his cabi- 
net in American equipment, and finally 
had arrived home with every man and 
officer in the best of shape and with a 
new feeling of neighborliness for our 
friends in Latin America. 

Moreover, they had put their “7e- 
ment through the most grueling of tests, 
and when it was over General mmons re- 
ported to the War ig ty pe that every- 
Laer and everybody had functioned per- 
fectly. He had words of praise for the 

reat Boeing places, for the Wright 

wf pom engines, each delivering its 
full quota of 1000 horsepower whenever 
it was needed, for the Hamilton hydro- 
matic or full seowerras propellers, 
for the radio and all the other equip- 
ment necessary to such an expedition. 

There were situations, but it cannot 
be said they were unforeseen. For ex- 


act, it attracted far great-ample, the commander of each ship car- 


er interest and generated much more ex-j|ried a sprosect folder" which contained 


citement in South America than it did 
here. In the United States folks are 
getting accustomed to recerd-breaking 

lights by the Air Corgs, and especial- 
ly by the great bombers, biggest in the 
world. Besides, the football season 
was reaching its climax and there is a 
war in ma it so there really wasn't 
Space to tell the tafe. 

Briefly, this is what Reppened. The 
expedition left Langley Field, Va., on 
the morning of liovember 16th, flew to 
Miami; Panama; Lima, Peru; Asuncion, 
Paraguay, and Rio,- 6,000 miles in less 
than five days. en, after several 
days of receptions and visits, they 
left to return, coming the coast to 
Natal, Paramaribo, Carap to, Maracaibo 








amon; Other items a brief and concise 
history of every country to be visited, 
the names of officials of these coun- 
tries, the American ministers and am- 
bassadors and other important function- 
aries, broadcasting stations - to be 
used with homing radios on the planes, 
landing fields and emergency fields and 
their peculiarities and, finally, com- 
Plete weather data covering the average 
weather conditions for the period of 
the year, based on weather records for 
the last generation. Incidentally, this 
weather data proved to be 100 percent 
accurate. Where bad weather was anti- 
Ccipated had weather was encountered 
ee beginning to the end of the 
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The actual manner of flying is -inter- 
esting. General Bumons would take off. 
first and the %thers follow at two-min- 
ute intervals. Colonel Olds at the con-' 
trols of the flagship - if there was 
evercast to consider, and there gsneral- | 
ly was, would climb to 12,000 cr 14,000 
feet above the overcast and wouid then | 
radio his altitude, compass bearing, 
etc., to the rest of the fleet. This 
was tantamount to an order to fall in 
belhind,and obediently each ship would 
climb up through the clouds and rain or 
snow, as the case mizht be, and take 

| 


position at the same altitude and on 
the same course. It was formation fly- 
ing of a sort, although throughout tne 
long hours the pilots rarely glimpsed | 
another shin. loud mountains would 
‘tower up betweer. them. ‘Two minutes 
apart meant about five miles. Radio 
kept them together, and aboard each 
ship the navigator was at work with his | 
assistent every minute. ; 

Outside each destination, weather per- 
mitting, thsre was a rendezvous. The 
flagship would circle to the left,and 
one by one the others would find him 
and each one would take its place in 
the great formation. Then, on an order 
from the General, the great battle 
planes would move comm in stately pro- 
cession, in ecnelon or vice versa, to 
salute the city and come in to land. 

Of course, it dicn't always work this 
way. From-Panama to Lima, for example, ° 
1600 miles,with tricky weather and 
great mountains in their path and fog 
rolling in from the Pacific to pile up 
ageinst the mountain ranges, offered a 

roblem. Above the clouds the air 

leet moved out to sea just off snore. 
Aboard the flagship Colonel Olds watch- 
ed the snow-canped peaks sticking up 
through the clouds and noted that there 
seemed to be openings between the 
fleeciness and the mommteins. ke con- 
sulted with General Emmons and together 
they decided to try to find a safe way 
down under. The rest of the fleet re- 
ceived a "stand by order" while the 
flagship went over closer to the icun- 
tains and found a hole. The radio 
flashed the news and one by one the 

reat ere followed, slipped down 

hrougk the hole into a vailey, 1500 
feet below their wings, and flew contact 
—_ the Lima airport to land on | sched- 
ule. 
This was on the 12th, but before this 
incident there came another that should 
be mentioned. It occurred the day be- 
fore, Armistice Day, with Europe again 
at war. At 11:00 of clock in the morn- 
ing of November 1lth, the flying fleet 
was above the clouds over the Caribbean, 
about half way between Cuba and Panama, 
and General Emmons flashed a message to 
24 the ships which ran something like 

s: 
"Fwenty-two years ago a world war end- 


ing Fortress all members of the crews 


| of 


| al Emmons received as stiff an ordeal ' 
'as the youngest private. : 


| 24,000 feet. 


ware at 200 miles an hour. 





ed. Today there is another war. Let us | 


. ae 






thank God that we are not involved." 
And then for a.minute aboard each Fly- 


bowed their heads in a silent prayer of 

thanksgiving. Thus they kept Armistice 

Tay, high above the clouds out of sight 
land and sea as they sped southward 

On a peace mission in the mightiest 

airships of war ever built. 

Oa the next day,es they flew toward 


the Equator,the snell-backs aboard took 


@ poll and found a number to De initiat- 
'ed in the rites admitting them to the 


Kingdom of iieptune. Details of this 





| initiation are still vague in the recol- 
| lections of both the novices and the 
| shell-backs; but, in spite of the lack 





of space, all agree that it was tho- 
rough and vigorous, and the enlisted 
men aboard detail with glee that Gener- 











There is enother story that the boys 
are not telling on themselves. At Lima, 
noted for ive rare perfumes, a nunber 
made purcrases to bring home. 

On leaving Lima the course was to 


‘have been southward to Arica and thence 


up an? up.and up cver the nignest Andes, 
but the Pacific fog completely hid 
Arica. and so the fliers, using dead 
reckoning and sun shots and calcula- 
tions on thsir airspeed, flew down the 
coast to where Arica cught to bé and 
then started their climb. The Andes, 
they knew, were four miles or more high. 
Great rourtains and climbing on their 


‘shoulders still greatcr mountains push- 


ing their rocky pirnacles sixyward. Their 
tops were snow-covered, and around them 
clung storm-laden clouds towering still 
higher. It was difficult to say where 
ranite ended and cloud bogan, and so 
enerel Smmons sent out his orders to 
fly high ani still hisher. Oxygen 
tanks were tested, ana .the long climbs 
began. Up above the path of condor and 
eagle these ran-mace bircs, twenty tons 


(to the bird, clirved; propellers extend- 


ed to taxe bigger bites, engines throb- 
bing under the load. -Into the ice-laden 


i'mists end winds tuat swirled around the 


mountain tops, a terrific test of both 
man and machine. At 23,000, or maybe 
they flattened out and 
held their altitude as they sped east- 
After an in- 
terval, checked by radio and sun com- 
pass, the setder, sure that the moun- 
tains were behind him, flashed his -po- 
sition to the fleet and started down 
through to hvnt the earth. . He knew 
that they were ca next stop, 
Asuncion, Paraguay. éy had crossed 
Bolivia without seeing land, but time 
and thé sun told them that they were 
neering their destination. Radio also 
helped. Throughout their journey they 
odtained radio bearings, and for most 

of the trip théy were in hourly contact 
with Langley Field and Washington. 

- But let's get down 








to Asuncion,,. That 
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turned out to be quite a descent. They 
dropped through six layers of clouds 
with varying wind conditions to 1500 
feet above the dank green heat of the 
les. The noise of their passing 
stirred up thousands of birds, great 
‘biack creatures with white tioped wings.| 
Eirds proved to be a real hazard on the | 
expedition. Several times the planes 
struck giant condors, luckily near the 
wing tips. As a matter of fact, there 
were many near-collésions, and every 
jlot had his experience in dodging 

irds. If a condor had tangled with a 
propeller the result might have been 
disastrous to plane as well as bird. 
Disastrous, indeed, was the result to 
the many bottles of perfume that the 
change in altitude had burst and which 
_ transformed the interiors of the bom- 
bers into something like a lady's 
Boudoir. : 

It was at Asuncion that the first 
really hard luck met them, ridiculous 
but still annoying. One of the big 
planes, folloving close in the tracks 
of the leader, bogged down, settled 


man was personally decorated with the 
Brazilian Order of the Rising Sun by 
President Vargas. General Goes 
Monteiro, Chief of Staff of the Brazil- 
lan Army, who several months ago toured 
the United States, escorted by the Army 
Air Corps, devoted his whole time to 
the visitors from the north. He even 
radioed General Marshall for permission 
for a stay beyond the scheduled take- 
off date, in order that President Vargas 
and his staff could go for a flight in 
the Flying Fortresses. This act im 
pressed the Air Corps particularly, for 
on that flisht in one plane they car- 
ried the President of Brazil and his 
advisers, the key men of the government 
of Brazil, a manifestation of contidence 
in tae aircraft equipment of the Air 
Corps which was more than gratifying. 
General Marshall quickly radioed his 
approvel for the longer stay, and so it 
was Thanksgiving Day when the take-off 
finally took place. One by one the 
great planes left Rio's spacious air- 
_— and turned north, while down below 
he crack regiments of Brazil's Army 





into a soft spot, ard before the pilot 
could close his switches and stop his 


| 
engines turee propellers hit the md. | 
| 


ey were bent aud twisted enough to 
make flight inedvisable, if not impos- 
sible. But that ship was by no means 
out of the bag th, thanks to the re- 
source of the Air Corps, the splendid 
cooperation of the Brazilian Air Force 
and the help of Pan-American Airways 
with its far flung crganization. 

The other six ships flew 9CO miles to 
Rio - flying out to sea over clouds, 
letting down through and then a few 
hundred feet above the water coming in 
to Rio, where an almost hysterical re- 
ception awaited them. General Emaons 
then ordered three propellers removed 
from his flag ship. The Brazilian Air 
Force presented him with wwo of its 
best pilots. They had to be good, for 
the weather was nasty, and they flew 
the propellers back to Asuncion, where 
mechanics quickly put them on the he 
ing Fortress, which in the meantime had 
been pulled out of the mud by no less 
than sixteen energetically prodced 
Paraguayan oxen! 

With the crippled blades in the cabin 
the big ship came on to join its fel- 
lows, and in the meantime Pan-American 
Airways had come forward with its racil- 
ities. Skilled mechanics in the Rio 
shops went to work on the blades and 
put them back ir shape. They carried 
out the delicate task of belancing them, 
working right and dey until the job was 
done, and when the time ceme for the 
take-off for the homewerd voyage the 
big props were in shape for the job be- 
fore them, 

While at the Brazilian capital there 
were many functions and receptions. Gen- 
eral Emmons made speeches and more 


,Overhauled their cquipment. 


stood at attention and massed bands 
layed the "Star Spgnelea Banner" and 
housarnds in Brazil's capital waved 
fareweil. 

When it came time to eat that day, the 
homeward fliers found evidence of Gen- 
eral Monteiro's thoughtfulness. He had 
persorally seen to it that aboard each 
Plane was a Juscious 12-pound tuxkey, 


| with all the fixin's for an old fashion- 


ed Yankee Tuankegiving. 
Much could de written about that home- 


|; ward flight, the side trip to beautiful 


Caracas, the Visit to Dutch Guiana and 
the flight through storm and ice to 
Washington. General Emmons, however, 
stressed one thing perhaps above all 
else when the journey was over - the 
cooperation and edger of his crew. 
Among the routine jobs was the work 
of gassi the ships alone. Hach day 
the enlisted men ovmped by hand 1500. 
gallons, four and one-half tons of fuel 
nto each slip. saca night every en- 
Sine and every pert of every engine was 
made ready for the next day. Radio men 
Riggers 
testec controls. Mechanics went over 
each ship from tail to nose, as if thoy 
were grooming champions for a Derby,and 
all combined to e the journey the 
tsuccess it was. 
The most pleasant feature of the re- 


but to every officer and man aboard the 

ships, was the presence with them of 

ten selected officers of the Brazilian 

rit Ais were making a return good-will 
Sd . 


These Brazilian officers, who will is- 
spect some of the Army establishments 
while in the United States, are Colonel 





Speeches. Every officer and enlisted 
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Fergio Veloso Pedeneiras, éaptains 
(continued on Page Zt i 


turn flight, not only to General Emmons = 
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SOMETHING AROUT BALLOONING 
Ry Major W.C. Farnun, Air Corps 


All of us in the Air Corps realize 
the many and vast changes that have 
been made in aircraft and aeroneutical 
ecuipment and accessories in the past 
few years. Not even the lighter-than- 
air branch has escaped this madness cf 
change in design. he old C-3 Sausage 
Balloon has been replaced by the C-6 
Moterized Balloon, with all ite man 
snd vast improvements. One thing, now- 
ever, has always stumped the old time 
balloon pilots. When the wind was out 
or the south, the balloon naturally 
Slew on the cable with its nose head- 
ing scuth and its tail pointing north. 
With the pilot sitting in the basket 
in his normal aspect to flight, he 
naturally faced the south. 

4s long as their observation missions 
were conducted in a southerly or there- | 
abouts direction, this wes fine, but, 
assuming that the observation was to be. 
made in the northerly direction, it 
meant that cur pilots finally had to 
become ambicexterous and learn to twist 
their bogies muca in the manner of a 
‘vvell known cockscvew. 

We have suffered with this Ss ge 
for years, but cur pilots, Leaving final- 
iy attained a degree cf physical perfec- 
tion in the emount of twist they could 
apply to their bodies, seemed to have 
this overcome. But new, alas and 
Slack, we are undersoing tae traini 
of three student officers, whose bodies, 
unfortunately, have not yet attained 
that degree of physical perfection we | 
refer to above as twist. One of these, | 
7st Lieut. Leo W, Cather, Air Corps 
Field Artillery), had one of these 
same missions, where the balloon was 
headed south and his eyes should te 
headed north, and,beceuse of the fact 
shat God did not creete eyes in the 
cack of his head, he found himself ina 
dilemma. Having been advised previous- 


' 
| 
} 
j 
| 
' 


| 
{ 


-y by the old time pilots to develop 
thie so called "twist," he tried it,but 
Found that his body would not twist to 
the proper degree. He solved the prob- 
+em quite handily by hauling the bal- 
-0On down, having tne balloon crew 
vhange the basket so that it was abso-~ 
sutely reversed from its normal pcsi- 
tian, whersupon he agein ascended into 
the atmosphere and found himself facing 
the right direction to conduct his ob- 
fervation missions. He was still able 
3o make use of the seat, have the in- 
struments in front of him, and all of 
the rest of the luxuries of life that 
sometimes go with ballooning. He said: 
"> did it so that I could heave the in- 
Btruments in front ef me, so that I 
could continually watch the pressurs 
and other necess: evils that bailoon 
ilots must watch.” But we believe 
t he was not so interested in his oa 





Btruments ss he was in being able to 





| view of the fact that considerable pub- 


| type of Army airplane proved to be the 


| erer, 


Soe 


| Association, American Legion 
| of Commerce, ana local Aviat 
| in the many towns visited, proved to be 





sit in comfort. 
Thus, we now find that we have degen- 

erated from the wer-time "Balloonaties" 

to post war "Sissy Balloonatics. " 
Second Squadron at Bragg and Srd 


Lewis, plcoase take note, 


EXTENSIVE RECRUITING TOUR COMPLETED 


Captain W.J. Paul and 2nd Lieut. MV. 
Crowder, accompanied by Privates R.A. 
Cantwell and F.W. Swamers, of the 9th 
Borbardment Squadron, and Sgt. R.M. 
Marley, of the Recruiting Service, re~ 
turned to Hamilton Field, Calif., en 
November 13th from their l4—day re- 
cruiting tour of the Northwestern States. 

Being favored with excellent weather 
and a minimum amount of necessary air- 
Plane maintenance, they were able to ar- 
rive as per schedule at each of the 14 
towns designated on the itinorary. In 


Squadron a 


.licity preceded tre flighi. an entaue 
Silastic crowd welcomed the Romber and 
its crew at each stop. The sight *f en 
Army Bomber and, in many towns, of any 
first in the majority of the cares. 
Information concerning the airpiana, 
its design, performance characteristics, 
armament, range and the like ccmmanded 
primary attraction and interest. Tho 
in most cases, spent a ressonahle 
amour. of time et the various airports 








| furnishing this information and point- 


> other important features of the 
Meetings and radio interviews, previ- 

ously arranged by the Reserve Officers' 
Chamber 

fon Cluhs 





a great boon in expediting the accom- 
plishments of the tour. Without such 
enthusiastic cooperation the trip pro- 
badly would have met with but littte 
success. 

No accurate information is availeble 
at this time in rogard to the nunber of 
men who enlisted 2s a result of the 
tour, decla-es ths News Letter Corres- 
pondent, but he expresses the belief 
that the interest stinulated and the 
information disseminated throughout the 
area. will prove the trip to have heen 
highly worth ware 

an 0 = 


The Good Will Flight to Brazij 
ontinued Irom lage 
Alfredo Bruno Gomes Martins, Rube Cana- 
barro, R.E. Guerreiro, C.G. Vinbaisa, 
V.C. Barcellos, D.C. Adamastor, E 
Orlandini and A.P. Bello. 

The seven B-17 and B~17B Fiyang 
Fortresses" rcturned to tanglag ield 
on November £6th, landing at Bolling 
Field, D.C., en route. 
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51 men, recruited from the Signal: Corps 


vice unit in Panama. Under the command 
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CANALEM." 
II . 


By Brigadier General Herbert A. Dargue, Air Corp 


aate in March, 1917, a detachment of 


Aviatien School at Sean Diego, Calif., 
arrived in the Canal Zone for duty and 
permanent station - the first Air Ser- 


of Captain H.H, Arnold who, as a Major 
General, now commands the hir Corps, 

the detachment moved in turn from de- 
crepit quarters at Corozal to an equal- 
ly decrepit hotel at Camp ire, toa 
home-made establishment at Fort Sherman 
and, finally, aot Siang permanently on 
the shore of Manzanillo Bay at a place 
they called "0 Misery" -— now the 
site of France Field. After months of 
labor, two Curtiss R-4's were brought 
from Balboa, assembled and flown. There 
followed long months of disappointments, 
frustration and continued efforts under 
the most adverse conditions, but day 
after day the shins ploughed their way 
down the abbreviated coral runways into 
the air, and by mid-summer of 1918 the 
Air Service had established itself in 
the scheme of the Canal defense. 

Since that day, the Air Corps in Pana- 
ma has grown, steadily, surely - con- 
fronting problem after problem and over- 
coming obstacle after obstacle. Today, 
instead of the R-4's and the old HS1L 
flying boats stazgering out of the man- 
grove, swamps of "Camp Misery" and "Coco 

alk," sleek new Bombers and Pursuit 
ships sweep out of a mile long strip of 
concrete. Instead of forlorn, termite- 
infested barracks and hangaz’s, modern 
concrete buildings, scientifically de- 
signed for tropical climates, mark the 
site of the two present air bases. A 
part of these changes resulted from the 
Feeeees » swift progress of the aviation 
ndustry - a large part from the re- 
sourcefulness and courage and ambition 
of the men who. have seen Air Corps ser- 
vice here. 

zonps te the progress that has been 
made here since t.iose early days, how- 
ever, we feel that we have but begun to 
come into our own. The need for an ade- 

uate air defense of the Panama Canal 

s being felt now as never before, and 
action is being taken, swift and tho- 
roughgoing. We are looking forward 
here to an air force in whose strength 
the nation can completely trust, a 
single, is af organized combat force, 
composed of highly trained wits, equip- 
pee with airplanes of the latest design. 

emarkable accomplishments were made 
with the old ships, it is true,: but the 
fact remained that we were in no posi- 
tion to cope with a hostile force with 
superior equipment. This Department 
lies in considerable isolation from its 
homeland, guarding the very life line -: 


Our mission here is obviously one of 
great importance, and we have need for 
greater numbers and for modern equip- 
ment. : 

Since January of 1933, the Air Corps 
units here have been srganized as the 
19th Wing. 

As adequate quarters become available, 


| and as graduates of the Air Corps Train- 


ing Center are furnished, there will be 
an increase in the number of commission- 
ed officers to be assigned here. 

At Rio Hato, 75 miles west of the 
Canal, where the 19th Wing has conduct- 
ed its gunnery oans for several years, 
there is being built a new and larger 
camp. This camp will be available at 
all times to the Air Corps units for 
field training, gunnery and bombing 
practice, and for emergency use as an 
auxiliary air base. Fuel and supplies 
will be available. Temporary DdDuild- 
ings, including a hangar, and excellent 
new scd runways are being constructed. 
This cite is also being considered for 
the establishment of a "Department Re- 
creation Center." The beach at Rio 
Hato is one of the finest in Panama; 
the weather, becense of lower humidity 
and less rainfall in the Zone, makes 
the living in this area particularly 
pleasing. 

We have come a long way since the day 
in September, 1917, when Major Clinton 
W. Russel flew the first airplane in 
the Canal Zone. The tents and board 
shacks of old "Camp Misery" have given 
way to concrete and steel - the old 
Curtiss R-4's to new Curtiss P-36's, 
and our eyes are still to the fore. In 
1917, Major Wayne, in command of a de- 
tachment of Air Service rt took 
part in a general maneuver of United 
States troons at Chorrera, Republic of 
Panama. His equipment, according to 
reports, consisted of "one of the two 
R-4's and a Very pistol." Today, tac- 
tical squadrons with modern airplanes 
take part in such maneuvers. Tomorrow, 
tne Air Corps will dominate all defense 
plans for the Panama Canal. We will be 

na position to do our part. Hereto- 
fore inadequate, in numbers and in 
equipment, the 19th Wing looks to the 
future, to the busiest years in its 
history, and to the attainment of a 
sae of goal. 

few words from a faded, yellow doc- 
ument, written by Lieut. Charles B. 
Austin, Air Corps, at France Field, 
shertly after the close of the World 


War: "..... Demobilization has taken all 
ut irreducible minimum of officers 
CHO} Oo. but with an abiding faith 


that France Field will not revert, 
after alt. to the conditions of old 
0 





of our fleet and our merchant shipping, 


ntinued on Page 7). 
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NEW CONSTRUCTION AT PATTERSON FIELD 


Circular proposals were recently is- 
gued by Wright Field, inviting bids for 
the construction of two temporary or 
portable barracks for 63 men each and 
one mess hall with a capacity of i18 
men to be erected at Patterson Field, 
Fairfield, Ohio. The opening of dids 
was scheduled to take place on December 
Sta at Wright Field. 

The three proposed structures will be 
in addition to seven barracks, two mess 
halls and two recreation buildings now 
under construction at Patterson Field 


to serve as temporery id Sagi, quarters 
rio 


for new Air Corps recruits prior to 
their assignment to other bases. 

Bids for the construction of a new 
torque stand at Wright Field were open- 
ed on November 7th, 
tered, in which the three following 


were low: Mexon Construction Company, 
Dayton, Ohio, ~556,497; Simpson Con- 
562,000; 


struction COMDARY » Chicago, 
James R, Barnes Construction Company, 
Springfield, Ohio, haa 

a~=wQQ0 == 


WRIGHT FIELD ENGINEER CHOSEN AS 
INSTRUCTOR OF FLYING GROUP. 
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Nine bids were en- 
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| ticns it is feared by the News 


Mr. J.P, Callehan, assistant aeronaut-| 


ical engineer in the Equipment Labora- 
tory at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, has 
been chosen'to act as technical adviser 
and ground instructor of Wright ZEsca- 
drille, newest of the several flying 
groups in Dayton. 

Seventy students have signed up for 
courses to be given at bi-weekly meet- 
ings. Selected to enable siudents to 
poss the written examinations required 

y the Civil Aeronautics Auinority when 
applying for licenses, the subjects to 
be presented by Mr. Callehan include: 
civil air regulations; practical air 
navigation; meteorology; theory of 
flight; theory of eircraft ongines and 
Maintenance; aircraft construction and 
maintenance; and use of flight instru- 
ments. 

Mr, Callahan was formerly with the 
U.S. Navy Air Service, Pensacola, Fla., 
and an aircrart designer with Sikorsky 
and Chance-Vought before coming to 
Wright Field four years ago. 


---000-—-— 


BOARD OF OFFICERS EVALUATING PARACHUTES 


A Board of Officers convened at 
Wright Field on Nevember 26th for the 
Perpovs of evaluating diffcrent models 
of back type parachutes. It is antici- 
pated that this type of parachute will 
de used to supplement the seat tyne 
pesnceatee for the airplane positions 

n which the aviator is pegerred to 
move about, as in gun, photozraphic,and 


; the transfer of blvepr 
| activities to others where they are 
|more urgently needed. 


| 


| chines already 
6b, 
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other operations. 
Heading the Board was Colonel Cnri 
Connell, of Mitchel Field, assisted by 


Major C.E. O'Connor and Captain Fred 
Smith, of Langley Field, Va., and Major 
C.M. Cummings, Captains J.H. Hicka, 
J.F, Early and Lieut. C.F. Damberg, of 
Wright Field. 

The back type parachute is expected 
to supersede the attachable type. .Ai~ 
ready attached to the wearer, it will 
have the advantage ne ee gem | less 
loss of speed than offered by the at- 
tachable type for leaving aircraft un- 
der emergency conditions. 


WRIGHT FIELD DRAFTING AND RECORD UNIT 
EXPANDED. 


So great has been the demand at the 
Air Corps Materiel Division, Wright 
Field, for reproduction drawings & 
various Air Corps activities avd sir 
Corrs contractors since the inaugira- 
tion of the expansion prcgram that it 
has been necessery to precure twe ade 
ditional blueprint machines to handle 
the work. ‘The six blueprinting m- 

in ee norsk ly 
produced 3,965,860 blueprints anny yy: 
and even with the two latest type ecddi- 
etter 
roduction of gvffi- 
ciert prints to meet vhe increesed re- 
quiremeats will not be pessible. He 
expresses the hope that the situation 
will be met, at least echer on © by 
uts from wirious 





Correspondent that 


In addition to the blueprints dis- f 


tributed to Air Corps activities each 


year, approximate?y 800,000 prints are 


| forwarded to the various Air Corps.con- 


tractors in connection with procure- 
ment. Approxim,tely 810,000 square 
yards of pancr ¢re coated annually for 
the reproduction of drawings and mis- 
cellaueous deta, 

Blueprint pro¢uction is handled by 
the Drafting and Records Branch of 
Wright Field, which also checks for 
production all Grawings issued by the 
ong beets brancaes prior to final 
release. t is anticipated that the 
number of develeprent drawings and re~ 
visions will be greatly increased. Ad- 
ditional personnel have been euployed 
in the detail and tracing unit of this 
branch to accomplish this work, These 
personnel are frequently wiiversity- 
trained men, since in many instencesa 
the unit has preved the startirg roint 
for future Wright wreid engineers. 
a. ¢). en 


Master Sergeant Henry T, Skaggs, 97th 
Obeervation Squadron, was placed en the 
retired list at Mitchel Field, N.Y., on 
November 30, 1939. 
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N.A.C.4, MEMBERS. MEET AT WRIGHT FIELD 





By the Materiel Division Correspondent’ 


Members of the National Advisory Com- 
mittee for Aeronautics, organization cf 
world-famous scientists and leaders in 
aviation, chose Wright Field, Dayton, 
Ohio, as the locale of their regular 
monthly meeting, held on November 16th. 

Arriving at Day ton at 7:00 a.m, by 
special car from Washington, D.C., were 
Dr. Vannevar Bush, Chairman of the 
N,A.C.A. and Chairman of the Committee 
on Instrument Landi of the National 
Academy of Science; . George W. Lewis, 
Director of Aeroneutical Research of 
the 7.4.0.4. and President of the Insti- 
tute of Aeronautical Sciences; Messrs. 
John F, Victory, Secretary of the N.A. 
C.A.; George J. Mead, Vice Chairman of 
the l.A.C.A. ana Vice President and 
Chief Engineer of the United Aircraft 
od ede Jerome Clarke Hunsaker, 
Professor of Aeronautical Engineering, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology; 
Commander Francis W. Reichelderfer, 
U.S.N., Chief of the U.S. Weather 
Bureau; Captain Sydney M. Kraus,U.S.N., 
Chief of the Materiel Division, Bureau 
of Aeronautics, Navy Department; Messrs. 





E.P. Warner anc Clinton H. Eester, of 
the Civil Aeronautics pd a Ne, £ Solonel 
Charles A, Lindbergh, and Dr. Lyman J. 
Briggs, Director of the Bureau of 
Standards. 

Major General Henry H. Arnold, Chief 
of the Air CORRS. was unable to be pres- 
ent, likewise Rear Admiral Joseph 
Towers, Chief of the Naval Bureau of 
Aeronautics; Dr, Charles G. Abbott 
Smithsonian Institute; and Robert H. 
Hinckley, Chairman of the Civil Aero- 
nautics Authority. 

The distinguisned visitors were 
greeted at the train by a group of 
Materiel Division officers, including 
Brigadier General George H. Brett, Chief 
of the Materiel Division; Lieut. Colonel 
Oliver P, Echols, Assistant Chief of the 
Materiel Division; Lieut. Colonel Lester 
T., Miller, Administrative Executive; 
Majors F.O, Carroll, Chief of Engineer- 
ing; Alfred J. Lyon, and M.G. Estabrook, 
Commanding Officer of Patterson Field. 

Taken by automobile immediately to 
the home of Colonel E.A. Deeds in Daytm, 
where they were qonted by Mr. Orville 
Wright, co-inventor of the airplane and 
a member of the N.A.C.A., the party was 
Served breakfast, and press interviews 
and vhotographs were obtained. 

At about 9:30, the group proceeded to 
Wright Field, where a day's program had 
been planned. Upon arrival, General 
Brett gave a brief address of welcome 
and an explanation of the program. An 
engineering officer had been assigned 
to each of the cere to act as host 
and escort for the day's sightseeing. 

At 10:00 a.m,, the official closed meet- 
ing of the N.A.C.A. was held in the Ma- 


| 





teriel Division Library, in which. Gener- 
al Brett, as a member of the N.A.C.A., 
paxtictgn ted. At the end of the meci- 
ng, at which aviation projects and po- 
licies of national importance are usual- 
ly under discussion, the officer guides 
took. the visitors on an inspection tour 
of the Equipment, Photographic, and Ma- 
terials Laboratories. In all the labo- 
ratories throughout the Field, special 
exhibits of outstanding projects under 
development had been arranged in a man- 
ner that would present them clearly as 
a whole. 

As a preliminary to luncheon in the 
officers' dining room, exhibits in the 
Aeronautical ituseum were enjoyed for a 
brief period. Invited to the luncheon 
as special guests from the City of 
Dayten were Colonel Deeds; Dr. F.R. 
Henry, President of the Dayten Chamber 
of Commerce; Messrs. John F, shlers, 
City Commissioner, and Kenneth C.Long. 
Colonel A.V. Robins,. Commandant of 
Rand?lph Field and former Chief of the 
Materiel Division, and mgip 2 ene Gen- 
eral Frederick L, Martin, Commander of 
the Third Wing, GHQ Air Force, were 
also guests. 

Afternoon inspections from 1:00 to 
4:00 r.m. included: Aero Medical Re- 
search Laboratory. Corps of Engineers 
Laboratory, Printing and Blueprinting 
Room, Aircraft Radio roma yi f Struc- 
tures Laboratory, Power Plant Labora- 


‘tory, Wind Tunnel, Brake Test Labora- 


tory, Propeller Laboratory, Armament 

Laboratory, Torque Stand and, finally, 

a of airplanes on the flying 
ine. 

Late afternoon saw the majority of 
the members, who had arrived in the 
nove: returning to Washington, join- 
ed by General Brett. All declared 
that they had enjoyed a most interest- 
ae hg enlightening day. 

, Bush, . Lewis and Mr. Hunsaker 
remained in Dayton for a meeting of 
the Dayton alumi of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, at which, with 
ur, Orville Wright, they were honor 
guests. — 
---000--- 


Alee Supra Canalem (From Page 5 ) 


Camp Misery, but will expand to fulfill 
our rosiest expectations, and to lend 
our brief history, and the experience 
of our early struggles as a foundation 
for the mighty work which the Air Corps 
can, and must, perform in Panama." 


Note: Considerable credit is given 
econd Lieutenant Joseph H. Paul, 
Air Reserve, in the preparation. of 
this article. 9 
mmr OD) Owen 
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YOU CAN'T SELL THE AIR CORPS SHORT TO 
YOUNG AMERICA, 


There was recently submitted to the 
Information Division, Office of the 
Chief of the Air Corps, from Langley 
Field, Va., a letter from a youngster, 
11s years of age, which, because of its 
honesty, sincerity, and the soamingly 
abiding faith in the ebility of the Air 
~— to accomplish almost any task, is 
quoted below, as follows: 

"Harlan, Ind., 
Nov. 1, 1939. 
Dear U.S. Army Air Corps 

Will you please send me the pictures 
of all Allied and German Aircraft used 
during the world war. Make the 
just as big as youcan. If possible 
make them in color and in the best view. 
Will you please send with the pictures 
the blueprints of every single Allied 
and German Aircraft used duri the 
world war from 1914 to 1918. am a 
model airplane builder and that is why 
I want those plans. There isin't a 
model airplane factory in whole United 
States that makes more than a Spad or 
Fokker and besides they don't make the 
Plans realistic. And you're the only 
one that I can get them from and have 
gzat as realistic as the original. 

lease make the plans just as big as 
you can and add every little gadget 
even the motor. And then in one corner 
of each plan. give me the correct cimen- 
sions and what kind of wood they were 
made ef and the horsepowers of the en- 
gine. Make everything just as realist- 
ic as you can e them. Write back as 
soon ig om can and tell me the price 
of all these things that I want. Send 
, the blueprints and pictures as soon as 

Ou can. Remember now all Allied and 

erman Aircraft used in the Yorld War 
from the ver hagennAne in 1914 to 

1918 realietic plens and correct dimen- 
sions and the pictures as big as you 
Can make them and if possible make them 
in color. 
Don't mind my messy writing for I am 
only 115 years old. But I still know 
@irplenes. My address is Harlan, Ind. 
and my name is Robert Harold Davidson. 
By the way I will send you a few dol- 
lars wich I saved especially for this 
purpose. 

Yours Very Truly 


Robert H. Davidson." 
---000--- 


A total of 95 recruits were assigned 
to the 20th Bombardment Squadron,Langley 
Field, Va., to date, necessitating the 
assignment of 45 men to the new tempora- 
ry barracks. These recruits have been 
detailed as apprentices in the various 
departments, in addition to being in- 
structed in technical duties by experi- 
énced men in Squadron Schools conducted 
during and after duty hours. Ten re- 


C t j 
Sob atre receiving training as aerial 
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hae Carburetion" Department there 
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SOME ADVICE TO MEY WHO ARE GOING TO 
CHANUTE FIELD. 
By Staff Sergeant Mack F. Wooten, 


Hors, and 6th Air Base Squadron 


the fact that you are taking a 
course at: Chanute Field does not neces- 
sarily mean that you will be a full 
fledged mechanic when you finish there. 
Twenty-five perm of the men taking a 
course do not seem to have the aptitude 
of a practical ag Sgn of their 
knowledge, still they may be able to 
make a passing or even a hie score in 
a written examination, as all old line 


Base 
Just 








| Chiefs can testify. 


Fer putting in 9 months at _the Air 
Depot at Duncan Field in the Me races 
an 
two years oxperience on the line i went 
to shemate Field to take a Crew Chiets 
course. My oe experience helped 
me to make the highest points in my’ 
class, and I thought that I knew just . 
about all there was in the book. But : 
efter fourteen years of practical expe- 
rience I find that there is a whole lot 
that is not in the book. 

The best mechanic in the Air Corps 
can learn plenty by taking a course at 
Chanute. n fact, the more you know 
the more you can learn there. But 4 
man witn no previous training cannot be 
a good mechanic upon finishing a course, 
no more than a man — a business 
course can expect to be bear as goed a 
business man as he will after yeare of 
experience. In other words, a course 
at Chanute Field is to a mechanic what 
addition, subtraction and multiplica- 
tion is to a Mathematician. It is a 


very good foundation. 





The best advice to boys going to 
hanute Field is this: Lay off girls 
and liquor while taking the course. 
Either one will hinder you in your 
courses. Remember the Government is 
spending well over a thousand dollars 
in giving you this training. Try to put 
at least a thousand dollars worth of 
effort, if that is possible, in your 
studies. Do that, and you will be re- 
warded many many fold for your efforts. 
So will the padre >a 

~——=—OU0 -—— 


The First Balloon Squadron, Fort Sill, 
Okla., established a new record in bal- 
loon time for the month of November. 

The total time for that month was 88 
hours and 55 minutes. This time includ- 
ed pilot time in captive balloon, motor- 
ized balloon and free balloons. 

Every effort is being made in the Bal- 
loon Squadron to maintain, under the 
new First Sergeant John D, Moxley, the 
high standard of efficiency that has al- 
ways been present in this organization. 
Sgt. Moxley is filling the vacancy left 
by lst Sgt. Homer F. Mullen, who was re- 
cently appointed a Master Sergeant. 


--=-000-—— 
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The theory: that an Army marches on 
its stomach was advanced before the ~ 
airplane became important in the waging 
of warfare. The axiom is, no doubt, as 
true as ever, but another truth has be- 
come evident. If the Infantry can be 
said to march on its stomach, certainly 
it can be said that the Air Corps flies 
on its belly tanks. 

Both these maxims are only suggestive 
of a problem of supply that confronts 
every armed force; food is only one of 
the essentials to the operation of the 
human machine, and airplanes cannot op= 
erate on gasoline alone. The sugges- 
tion is present, however, and the few 
words make us aware of the vast amount 
of work constantly going on in the 
background to keep our planes in the 
air and ovr men in tne field. 

The system of supply that has grown - 
with the Air Corps is, witaout doubt, 
the most technical branch in the Army's 
entire chain of supply. Normally, the 
officers and enlisted men or the Air 
Corps take this important function for 


granted, calling on the supply for their range from cotter pins to complete en- 


necessities, with little thougnt of the 
maze of complexities, the tremendous 
amovnt of work necessary to keep essen- 
tial ecuipment on hand. 

Because the supply of equipment for 
pilots is tue most simple, it is a good 
starting point. At present there are 
189 flying officers at Randolph Field; 
student pilots total 4765. For each of 
these povgre it is necessary to supply 
a summer flyinz suit, leather jacket, 
helmet, goggles and verachute. In ad- 
Gition, for each of the 189 permanently 
assigned officers it is necessary to 
furnish a complete set of winter flying 
equipment, consisting of a winter hel- 
met, two-piece winter flying suit, 
gloves, boots, vest, etc. Also, in the 
Case of winter flying equipment, it is 
necessary to maintain summer storage 
facilities. In the case of students, a 
complete turnover of flying equipment 
takes place at Randolph Field every 12 
weeks, with classes overlavping so that 
@ new Class reports each six weeks. In 
order to supply flying equipment for 


this personnel, it is necessary to anti-| consists of 


cipate amounts and sizes for approxi- 
mately 250 students each six weeks. 
This, in itself, seems quite a job but, 
remember, it is the easiest phase of 
the Air Corps Supply work at Randolph 
Field. 

Next in order comes the necessity for 
maintenance of clothing and equipment 


for mecaanics and crew chiefs. In or- - | 


der properly to anticipate the needs of are Dasec on activities in the past. 
this. personnel, it is necessary to stock 


approximately 6,000 mechanics' suits, 
@ 


out 1,500 mechanics’ sweaters, and ap-| ontinued on Page 10 





THE AIR CORPS STATION SUPPLY 
By the Randolph Field Correspondent 





























































| preximately 1500 different items of 
tools in quantities sufficient to meet 
the needs of crew chiefs and shop me- 
Chanics. 

Properly issued to organizations by 
the Air Corps Station Supply Officer, 
these materials equip the crew chiefs 
for their jobs. Their work could not 
be possidle, however, without airplanes, 
and it is another function of the Air 
Corps Supply Department to furnish these 
together with necessary spare parts. At 
present there is a total of 168 air- 
| planes at Randolph Field, which includes 
ten different types. Procurement and 
acceptance of these ships is one prob- 
lem, but maintenance of sufficient quan- 
tities of spares is another problem of 
equal magnitude. 

in order that School Squadrons at 
Randolrh Field may be eble to perform 
the necessary maintenance operations on 
a ST-39 airplane, which far outnumbers 
| all other types at this station, it is 
necessary tuat approximately 8,000 dif- 
| ferent items be stocked. These items 





| Zine assomblies. e first reaction to 
' taese figures may be that replacement 
| of pets is infrequent. However, the 
| 140 2t-9 airplanes at this station dur- 
| ing the past year slew a total of i 
| 91,345 hours, or approximately 652 
hours and 30 minutes per airplane. 
| Since engines are changed every 350 . 
| hours tais would mean that approximate- | 
| ly 280 engines were installed at Ran- 
| dotpin Field in BT-9 airplanes during the 
' fiscal year 1939, A rough estimate of 
| spares called for in addition to the en- 
| gine is approximately 100,000. 
| To put in this much flying time, which 
'is more than at any other Air Corps sta- 
ition, it was necessary tc supp ty vast 
-amounts of gasoline and oil. These pro- 
' ducts mist not cnir be received, but 
‘must also be distributed to the points 
,On the flying line wiere they are re- 
| quired. n the case of gasoline, deli- 
very is made to servicing pits, 34 of 
|wnica are located on the ramp adjacent 
to the hangar line. Delivery is accom- 
: Dlisned eeouee the Aqua System, which 
12 underground storage 

| tanks and approximately 9 miles of pipe 
j;line. Since October 19, 1931, 1,697 
| tank cars of gasoline have gone through 
| this system. «ngine lubricating oil is 
|delivered to tne Squadrons in tank 
| trucks, and servicing of airplanes is 
accomplished by tiie use of and 55- 
' gallon pkgs tanks. 

The figures quoted above, remember, 


During the fiscal year 1939, 526 stu- 
ldents completed training at Reso tah 
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AIRPLANE RUSHES SON TO SAVE HIS MOTHER 


An emergency flight on November 20th 
to Red Bluff, Calif., where the mother 


of Private Cleveland Knox lay critical- | 
robably saved her life, autho-- 


ly ill, 
rities disclosed. 

Private Knox, a member of the 5th Air 
Base Squadron, damilton Field, Calif., 
received word at 11:00 p.m. that his 


mother needed an immediate blood trans- 
A twin-motor-_| i 3 
| arrived at Kelly Field, Texas, on Novem- 
| ber 24th to study Army needs at various 
| posts in and around San Antonio. 


fusion to save her life. 
ed Douglas B-18 Bomber was wheeled out 
and, with Cantain W.C. White, Command- 
ing Officer of the 5th Air Base Squad- 
ron, as pilot; Lieut. ©.L. Hamilton, 
cO-pilot, end Privates Knox and J.W. 
Smith aboard, took off for Red Bluff. 


Tests disclosec that Knox's blood was'| 


the right type, and the transfusion was 
given. Physicians stated that the sol- 


dier's mother showed immediate improve-| 


ment. 

Leaving Private Knox at Red Blrvff, 
the plene returned to Hemilton Field, 
arriving three hours after taking off 
on the 500-mile — trip. 

—-—=—90U0 --— 


NEW BARRACKS OPENED AT HAMILTON FIELD 


Upon recent final acceptance by the 
Constructing Quartermaster, 9th Corps 
Area, and the Commanding Officer of 
Hamilton Field, Calif., the Merin 
County Bombardment Bese now possesses 
new barracks costing $125,000. 


The construction of the new barracks, | 


found necessary because of the recent 
increases in Air Corps strength, was 
started about September 1, 1939. This 


construction houses 600 men and provid- | 


es them with messing and recreation fa- 
cilities. 

Of the 18 buildings, 12 are barracks, 
3S mess halls and 3 recreation halls. 
The newly formed 22nd Kombardment 
Squadron, the llth Bombardment Squadron 
and the Jeadqguarters and Headquarters 
Squadron, 7th Pombardment Group, are 


~~ 


moving from the old barracks to the new., 


---000--- 
=XC SLLENT PROGRESS EY "B" STAGE STUDENTS 


The present cless on "B" Stage at the 
Primary Flying School, Randolvh Field, 
Texas, consisting of 227 cadets and 9 


student officers, is nearing completion. 


Due to the fact that the weather has 
been consistently good since the begin- 
ning of the class, work is well ahead 
of the regular schedule. 

Most of the students have been given 
second check rides on the basic maieuv- 
ers, such as chandelies, Jazy 8's, etc. 
Night flying is practically completed, 
and the students are well along in their 
instrument a work. Since this 
phase of the work has been reached, and 
with the total flying time per student 


| gram for this class is well in view. 


| 
| A Congressional party of 13 Senators 
| House Military Affairs Committees and 


i 

| > 

| ourne 
| 


| Oklahoma, Chairman of the Senate Sub- 

| committee on Appropriations for the War 
Department. 

| - #oilowing an aerial review, the 
| was conducted on a tour of inspection 
| of Kelly Fielé installations and acti- 
| vities by Colonel Frank D. Lackland, 

| Commandant of the Air Corps Advanced 





approximately 57 hours and 30 minutes, 
| the end of the flying instruction pro- 


---000--- 


CONGRESSIONAL PARTY VISITS KELLY FIELD 


' and Representatives from the Senate and 


War Department Subcommittees on Appro- 
priations of both Houses of Congress, 


The 
delegation, flying in three B-18 Bom- 
bers and completing a 7,000-mile aerial 
Over parts of the United States, 
entral America, and the Panama Canal 
Zone, included four Senators, nine Kep- 
resentatives, eight Army cfficers and 
six enlisted men of tne Air Ccrps, and 
was headed by Senator Elmer Thomas of 


party 





| Flying Schcol, accompanied oy Major 

| General Hex vert J, Brees, Cormanding 

| General of the Sighnth Corps Area, and 

| Coleone! A.W. Rovdins, Commanding Officer 
| of the Air Corps Training Center, 

| Randolph Field, —- 

———OU0 ene 


The Air Corps Station ny 
(Continued from Page 

-Field,and during the present fiscal 

er it is expected tnat epproximately 


700 will complete training. Making al- 
| lowance for the fact that primary train- 


. img is no longer carried on at Randolph 


| Field, there will be a proportionate in- 
| crease in hovrs flown. Since the work 

, Of the Air Corps Supply Department in- 
creases as flying time increases, it 

_is expected that work in the Air Corps 

| Station Supply Office will be doubled 
‘@urinz this year. 9 
---000--~ 


Recent examinations,given at Post 

| Field, Fort Sill, Okla., of enlisted 
|men to determine tueir hig rete for 
| entrance in the Air Corps Technical 

| Scacol at Chanute Field, Rantoul, 111., 
| disclosed that the Air Corps is recruit- 
| ing higher type of men than in past 

| years and wao rate hizher in intelli- 

| €euce. In a recent examination, Pri- 
'vate Ollie F. Hastings, of Flight "C," 
'12th Observation Squadron, attained a 

| grade of 93% in the Alpha test and a 

B seth abs rade of 100% in the Mathemat- 
| ics examination. 

---000--~ 

V-8306, A.C. 








94TH SQUADRON 


By t 


This influx of newcomers to the 94th 
Parsuit Squadron did things in more 
than one way and brought joy as well as 
headaches and problems to the heads of 
the different departments of the Squad- 
ron at Selfridge Field, Mich. 

Our Radio an Communications Section 
has more than its share of aspirants 
to become radio specialists - why, no 
one knows. Without in any way intend- 
ing to criticize these embryo Marconis 
or attempting to tear down their dream 
house, Sergeant Bonham decided that a 
man just had to like Radio better than 
no i else in the world or he would 
be of little use to the Squadron in 
that branch. In other words, he might 
be taught and honestly become more pro- 
ficient than the average in some other 
line, but in Radio - that was something 
different; it was a gift, like wiggling 
your ears. Going on this principle, the 
Sergeant leid his problems before Lts. 
Van Auken and Kelly. the Communications 
Officers, and uncer their guidance and 
supervision started a school alo the 
same lines these pr ereene would be 
confronted with at Rantoul, only he and 
his able assistants fed the instruction 
to them at a faster pace. Tisy feit the 
ytvdontsbdenefited from this instruction 
Since, with only four students assigned 
to each class, the instructor could see 
to it that each one had the individual 
attention he most needed. 

The school had hardly gotten under 
way before the Squadron Uommander, Major 
Harold HE. George, sensed its possibili- 
ties and advantages, particularly to 
the new recruit who, wnless something 
like this was done, might be doing 
nothing better than fatigue while wait- 
ing to enter the Technical School at 
Chanute Field. 
the Group Commander, then took things 
under his personal suvervision, and what 
started out as an experimental baby 
reached maturity over night and became a 
full-fledged radio and communications 
school with all the eek ay pig oper- 
ating throughout the working » with 
the students being taught by our Chanute 

raduates and the two communications of- 
icers. 

This idea is nothing new, but at this 
particular time it accomplishes several 
worth while objects; first, it decides 
which men actually have the natural re- 

uisites for Radio and should go on to 
anute; secondly, the individual is so 
well prepared that when he does go to 
the Technical School he wili have little 
difficulty and be relieved of all worry. 
cerenquen say; he will be in a position 
to get more out of the course. This is 
noteworthy, as the length of time to 
complete.the schooling has been reduced 


GRABS OPPORTUNITY BY THE FORZLOCK 
he Squadron News Letter Correspondent 


portant, is that the 94t 


Lieut. Colonel Hickey, jj 





from the original nine months to six 








Another 
consideration, and perhaps the most im- 


during the present expansion, 


is training 
lts men so that in case of emergency - 
come what may - with or without Chanute 

pack entge | the Squadron will have 
plenty of trained radio specialists to 
meet any crisis. 

Col. Hickey is now having the other 
squadrons of the lst Pursuit ay —- 
ate along these same lines, The 94th, 
hewever, is most fortunate in having 
capable and willing ncncoms, also offi- 
cers from the top on down, devoting the 
extra time necessary, so that the 
greatest number can receive the most 
out of the career they have decided to 
pursue in the Air Corps and become use- 
fui members to the Squadron at a much 
earlier date. 

Wait a minvte, we aren't through! See- 
ing tie immediate benefits in Radio, 
Major George decided that perhaps the 
most neglected phase in this ya 
expansion, and one which was taken as a 
matier of every day routine, was the 
much overtaxed and ever improperly 
manned clerical department. Here again 
the Sovedron was mest fortunate, for 
with Lieut. Jonn J. Van der Zee, the 
Squa3.on Adjutant, in charge of person- 
nel aid clerical work, coming into al- 


'most hourly contact with these new men, 


and both the Adjutant and Personnel 
Sergeant having natural born talents 
for the teaching of men, rapid progress 
ig being made in this department. At 
che te we have four men who passed 
heir Alpha and Mathematics tests via 
Denver. These men are first vlaced 
with the message center, where they 
learn the distribution methods thorough- 
ly and acquire a sound knowledge of 
aper routine. Then they are taught a 
rief outline of an orderly rocm clerk's 
duty, and tuen on to personnel, where 
the Sergeant with kis assistants pour 
it on as fast as they can take it. True, 
we come in for a lot of ribbing from 
the so called Air Mechanics, who sug- 
gest the need cf stop and go lights for 
us to move about in the Squadron office. 
Nevertheless, results are being obtain- 
ed. In the past it was quite notice- 
able that when a man expressed prefer- 
ence fer clerical work, he was put on a 
job and, if he did it fair to ddlin', 
nine times out of ten he was left at 
the same work throughout his enlistment, 
and there was much rejoicing by all 
concerned. Under the present procedure 
we have actually proven that, after a 
few short weeks of this high pressure 
seasoning, when an individual is sent 
to the hangar to assist in Operations, 
Engineering. Technical Supply, or even 
Squadron Supply, the heads of these de- 
partments are agreeably surprised - 
V-8306, she C. 


cc Re ee RN EE 

















they have only to tell the newcomer to | 
do a thing once and there is no need to} 
explain way a certain form should be 


complied with in a certain manner. In ) 
fact, these department heads are jubil- 
ant and have convinced themselves that 
the present expansion has deen a gift 
from deaven, delivering right in their 
laps a new breed of super-clerks(?). 


NOTES OF GLANDALE FLYING SCHOOL 


Flying Cadet uniforms adopted by the 
Air Corps Training Detachment at the 
Grand Central Flyi School, Glendale, 
Calif., are attracting considerable 
comment from civilians who apparently 
are greatly impressed by the smartly- 
attired cadets. 

A deep blue zipper jacket, beari 
the "star in circle" insignia in bril- 
liant red end blue, surrounding by 
gleaming gcld lettering “Flying Cadet -) 
y. 8. Aray Air Corps," features the uni-| 
forn., hevrons of rank, also cf gold, | 
appesy on the sieeve just below the 

oulder insignia. | 

Light blue trousers and a flight cap 
of similar hue are worn. 

Each class of Flying Cadets thus far 
sent to the Grand Central Detechrent 
hes voted to buy uniforms. Hitherto, 
trousers, shirt and flight cap were 
sufficient. With the advent of winter 
weather, however, the heavier jacket 
became @. necessity. It was designed at 
the detachment dese. 

As a "graduation" Eraomt each riy- 
ing Cadet successful completing pri- 
mary traininz at the Grand Central 
Flying School, Glendale, Calif., is 
presented with a siivor identification 
bracelet by Major C.C. Moseley, owner 
of the School. 

Enlisted men in trairninz as mechanics) 
in the Curtiss-i/rigrt Technical Insti- 
tute, Glendale, Calif., are boasting 
some historic apparatus on which to 
work, 

When the ill-fated stratoliner crash-) 
ed a few months ago in the Northwest, 
undamaged parts were purchased by the 
Institute and mounted in special jigs 
for instruction purposes. Conseouently, 
the Air Corps Training Detachment at | 
the Glendale School is now being given | 
the opportunity to work on the very 
latest equipment of this nature. 


GRADUATIONS FROM A.C. TECHNICAL SCHOOL 


A total of 48 students graduated from 
the Chanute Field, I111., branch of the 
Air SoEpe Technical School on November 
24, 1939, from courses and Air Corps 
stations as indicated below: 


' 
| 
i 
i 





' Field, Va., 3; Barksdale Field, 


Calif., 2 each; Fort Knox 
| Field, 


ae al se 





Airplane Mechanics' Course: From Ran- 
doin ield, texas, and Chanute Field, 5 
each; Kelly Field, Texas, 4; Langley 
1. , 
Selfridge Field, Mich., and March Field, 
Ky., Brooks 
Texas, Bolling Field, D.C., Ham- 
ilton Field, Calif., Mitchel Field, N.Y, 
One each; 

Metel-Vorkere' Course: 
Fiela, Rantcul, IIT., 9. 

---000--— 


UNIFORM SYSTEM OF CONDUCTING TRADE TEST 
EXAMINATIONS. 


For the purpose of conferring with 
various officials at Air Corps staticns 
on the conduct of Trade Test exaiina- 
tions, andentrance requirements sor ad- 
mission to the Air Corps Technical 
School, 1st Lieut. Glenn C. Thompson, 
of the Office cf the Commancant, and 
Mr, Rechel %. Faubion, civilian instruc- 
tor in charge of the Trade Test Section, 
Air Corps Tecanicai School, Chanute 
Fieli. i11., recently departed via air 
in an A-17 airplane for an extended 
tour of Army Air Corps station:, the 
itinerary including Seltridge Field, 
Mich.; Bolling Field, D.C.; Langley 
Field, Va.; Maxwell Field, Ala.; Barks- 
daie Field, Ila.; Handolph Field, Tezas; 
March anc Homiltou Fields, Caiif.; 
Lowry Field, Colo., and return to 
Chanute Fic d. 

The air journey was estimated to ex- 
tend over a reriod of approximately one 
monta. Efforts will be made to estab- 
lish a uniform system of conducting 
these trade tests at all Air Corps ac- 
tivities. 





From Chanute 


---000-—— 


STUDENTS INSPECT FORT SILL ACTIVITIES 
About 25 Civil Aeronautics Authority 
students from Cemeron College were on 
Monday night, December llth, show 
tarough the airplane hangar, the bal- 
loon hangar and the Weather and Comm- 
nications Sections at Fort Sill, Okla. 
Dean Clerence H. Breedlove, in charge 
of Ground Instruction at the school, 
accompaniedthe stucents, one of whom 
was Private lst Class Charles F. 
Needell, forecaster for the 3rd Weather 
Squadron. This visit was supervised by 
2nd Lieut. Edwin B. Miller, Jr., Weather 
Officer. Much interest was shown in the 
method and equipment by which the 
weatnoer data is’ received at this sta- 
tion, also in the lecture given by Pvt. 
lst Ciass Karl C, Elder, 3rd Weatuer 
Squadron. Due to the small office 
space housing the equipment, the stu- 
dents were shown througn in groups of 
five or six, others being shown around 
the hangar, the airplenes and the equip- 
ment of seme. Upon completion of this 


Welders' Course: From Chanute Field, | tour, the entire class wes shown 
Rantoul, »e : Continued on Page 20). 
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Tuesday, November 28, 1939, marked 
the graduation of the second largest 
class to undergo traini 
ed Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas. A 
total of 180 students lot the 184 which 
entered the School on August 31, 1939) 
completed the course. 


Colorful and impressive graduation ex-| Benedict, Maurice Samuel 


ercises were held at the Post Theater 
before a record crowd of spectators and 
distinguished guests. Colonel William 


Lee Hart, Commanding Officer of the Sta-! Gerhart, Quinter Paul 


tion Hospital, Fort Sam Houston, Texas, 
was the etry pape speaker. Preceding 
Colonel Hart's address were the usual 
introductory remarks of Colonel A.W. 
Robins, Commanding Officer of the Air 
Corps Training Center, and Colonel 
Frank D, Lackland, Commandant of the 
Air mand Advanced Flying School. Fol- 
lowing the address, Colonel Robins pre- 
sented the sraduates with their diplo- 
mas, while Colonel Lackland presented 
each with his shining new wings. Chap- 
lain Edmund J. Griffin delivered the 
invocation and benediction. 

weeny the many distinguished guests 
present at the graduation ceremonies 
was Rear Admiral R.R. Waesche, Comman- 
dant of the United States Coast Guard, 
who flew by hibian plane from his 
home station at Washington, D.C., to 
pe | Field to witness the graduation 
of his son, Flying Cadet Harry L. 
Waesche, Also present was Senor Josefa 
Omar, Consul General of Mexico. 

During the morning hours, 100 train- 
ing airplanes were on display on the 
hangar line for inspection by visitors. 
_ The roster of the students in Class 
“o. 39-D is given below, viz: — 


Recular Army Officers 
Second Lieutenants 


Batterson, Robert l., Jr. C.E. 
Bromiley, Richard F., Inf. 
Hanson, William Hart, Inf. 


icexican Army Officer 
lst Lieut. Gaxiola, Radames Andrade 


Philippine Army O¢fiaers 
2nd Lieut. -folina, Pedro Q. 
3rd Lieut. Mondonedo, Osmundo 
3rd Lieut. Rivera, Alfonso Bautista 
3rd Lieut. Sanchez, Pedro Paulino 


Flying Cadets 
Smith-Mayes, Lybrand Evans 
Smoot, Oliver Reed 
Schiel, Frank, Jr. 
Habeich. Hamsey 
Nowotny, Raymond Alvin 
Morris, John Arville 
Hall, Conway Scott 
Schneider, George Elmer 
Sullivan, Joseph Lewis 
Gunn, James Alexander, III 
Oberdorf, John William 
Hensen, Keith Pillsbury 











we 





Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Nauvoo, Ala. 
Drake, Ariz. 

Phoenix, Ariz. 
Tucson, Ariz. 
Greenbrier, Ark. 
Little Rock, Ark. 
Little Rock, Ark. 
Little Rock, Ark. 
Berkeley, Calif. 
Burbank, Calif. 
Burlingeme, Calif. 
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GRADUATION OF NOVEMBER, 1939, CLASS FROM KELLY FIELD 


at the Advanc- Brock, Russell Keith 


| Cranford, James Rellis 


Wynne, John Douglas 


Denter, George Clark 


Wagner, Walter John 
Munson, David Jerome 








Colton, Calif. 


Hallihan, George Francis La Concha, Calif. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Herbert, Paul Wayne Los Angeles, Calif. 


Sherwood, Frederick Herren Los Angeles, Calif. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dow, Thompson Faxon,Jr. Long Beach, Calif. 
Northfork, Calif. 

Bunch, Paul Wendell Oakland, Calif. 
Kalberer, Klem Franklin Oakland, Calif. 
Peterson, Charles Oscar Ocean Park, Calif. 
Tracy, Calif. 

Palm, Lorrill August Visalia, Calif. 
Payne, Robert Holland Bellvue, Colo. 


Loveland, Colo. 
Manzancla, Colo. 
New Haven, Conn. 


Newton, Preston Carnall Washington, D.C. 
Wilburn, Doneld Ernest Washington, D.C. 
Kennington, Thomas Cyril Gainesville, Fla. 
' King, James Neil Geinesville, Fla. 
| Watkins, James Carson Putnem Hall, Fla. 
| Aubert, George Juslin Tampa, Fla. 
| Haile, James Ernest, Jr. Cedartown, Ga. 
| McWhorter, “m. Hugh, Jr. Decatur, Ga. 
| Yow, Jones duBignon, Jr. Toccoa, Ga. 
| Martin, John Byrd Atlanta, Ga. 
| Ensign, Lewis Plank Boise, Idaho 
| Torelle, Albert Edward,Jr. Coeur d'Alene, Idaho 
Parker, John Lowe Carlinville, Ill. 
| Dixon, Elmer Austin Champaign, Ill. 
| Bradley, Donald Eugene Chicago, Ill. 
' Lacey, John William Chicago, Ill. 
Martin, Glen Yebster Chicago, Ill. 
| Peterson, Carl Runge Chicago, Ill. 
| Welsh, Albert iichael Dalton City, Ill. 
| Graves, Frank Norton La Grange, Ill. 
| Hays, Nathan Bourne Normal, Ill. 
| Hansman, Louis Henry Peoria, Ill. 
| Good, Robert Ogden Springfield, Ill. 
| Fackler, Paul Henry Tolono, Ill. 
i Morgan, MacPherson Urbana, I11. 
| Howarth, Arthur James Dyer, Ind. 
' Gilbert, George Alfred Princeton, Ind. 
| LaBarbera, Selvador P. Shelbyville, Imi. 
| Walker, George Alexemier Council Bluffs, Iowa 
| Zoeckler, John Lewis Davenport, Iowa 

Payne, Paul Hugh Des Moines, Iowa 
| Holm, Florian A. Hays, Kans. 
| Stuber, Lovell Swain Winfield, Kans. 


| Tyler, Henry Samel, Jr. 
Gayle, Hubbard K., Jr. 
Todd, Thomas Marion 
Broidy, Vinton Edward 
| Waesche, Harry Lee 
Larkin, John 

Stetson, Jefferis 





West Newton, 


Bailey, Arneld-JjJames, Jr. Brockton, 
McConnell, Benjamin F.II Benton Harbor, 
Adams, William Carrolton Detroit, 
Ford, Thomas Robert Shelby, 
Kaliher, Russell Eugene Bemidji, 
Cassutt, Thomas Kenneth Duluth, 
Torkelson, Elmo Prescott Lyle, 


Colburn, Richard Roosevelt Minneapolis, 


Schmidt, Abner Dennis Minneapolis, 
Gray, William Bucher Fort Snelling, 
Burns, Robert Wiygul State Line, 


Bohn, John Wesley, Jr. 
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Louisville, Ky. 
Morganfield, Ky. 
Winchester, Ky. 

Baltimore, Mi. 
Chevy Chase, Md. 
Nantucket, Mas 


Se 
Mass. 
Mass. 
Mich. 
Mich. 
Mich. 
Minn. 
Minn. 
Minn. 
Minn. 
Minn. 
idimn. 
Miss. 


Webster Groves, Mo. 








*ilburn, Donald Ernest 
Payne, Paul Eugh 
Poplawski, Henry Richard 
Evers, John Clay 
Alexander, Donald Mertin 
Andersen, Wesley Alleyn 
Musselwhite, Wm Barksdale 
Heron, James Redden 
Williamson, Walter Fenry 
Lang, Donald Washburn 
Yan Allen, Edwerd Lowell 
Scott, Georze 2. 
Harding, Frank Burkley 


Pirruccello, Joseph Salvatore 


Freeman, Edmund Frederick 
Sutton, “ilburt Judson, Jr. 
Lyons, James Reyiond 
Chambers, Carleton A. 
Hawes, Denelcd Grahem 
Cranston, John Fisher 
Pearssn, Surton Edward 
Schulze, Herbert Otto 
Lyon, Howard Birtton 
Pratt, Harry Benney 
Johnson, James McLean 
Brannock, Joseph Frarklin 
Brown, Paul Paisley, dr. 
Turner, Paul, Jr. 
Newsome, James YWyett 
Martin, Wheeler, Jr. 
Barrow, William Robert 
Brown, Roderick Norman 
Cannon, Leo Loftus 
Gunckel, Richaré Henry 
Yeildinz, Dan Hoverd 
Peck, Gaillard .Pay 
Koehne, George Henry, dr. 
Baker, Nolan Dillian 
Falkner, George Elvin 
Jowdy, Villiam Jotn 
Stidd, Slbert Northam, dr. 
Ruhf, Richerd Charles 


Fammerle, Clarence Bernard,Jr. 


Jack, Lewis Nicholson 
Parks, Russell Nixon 
Robinson, Edgar Abram 
Reiner, Harry Oliver 
McCracken, Merion Riffls 
Anterson, David Vibe 
Griffin, Louis Gray 
Croom, Wendell Charlie 
Haynes, John BZugene 
Carter, Landis Owen 
Lee, James Arthur 
Taute, August Trarklin 
Sheldon, Benjamin Moe 
Foster, Jorn Cathey 
Fall, William Lenoir 
Brann, Ralph Austin 
Carlisle, Guernsey Island 
Potter, Edward Jack 
Chenoweth, Max 

Adkins, John Robert 
Wimningham, Pollin M. 
Bomar, Frank Elgin 
Williams, Villian Allen 
Cullum, Felder Wilson 
Evans, James A., Jr. 
Williford, James Fobson 
Hawthorne, Harry James 
Sandell, Robert Jemes 


Washington, D.C. | 
Des Moines, Iowa | 
Worcester, Mass. 


Haynesville, 
Detreit, 
Ironwood, 
Jackson, 
Billings, 


La. 


Mich. 
Mich. 
Miss. 
Nont. 


Lubbock, Tex. 
Palestine,Texas 

San Antonio, Texas 
San Antonio, Texas 
Wichita Falls, Texas 
Murray, Utah 

Salt Lake City, Utah 
Salt Lake City, Utah 


Brown, Merle Clinton 
Knowies, William M. 
Beere, George Albert 
Yeager, Wm. Henry, Jr. 
Herblin, William Leonard 
White, “ilson Engus 
Cock, Seth Rea 

Guthrie, James William 


























Beatrice, Nebr. | Ostler, Everett Thomas Sendy, Utah 
Falls City, Nebr. | Matthews, William Henry Hampton, Va. 
Gresham, Nebr. | Bord, James Kenneth Langley Field, Va. 
Lincoln, Nebr. | Fantone, James Earle, Jr. Norfolk, Va. 
Omaha, Nebr. | Carmines, Daniel Henry, Jr. Roanoke, Va. 
Omehe, Nebr. | Karris, Robert Fleming Roanoke, Va. 
Manchester, N.H. | Towler, Harry Eunt, Jr. Seattle, Wash. 
Elizabeth, N.J. | Noble, Gail Lewis Burlinctcn, ‘is. 
Maplewood, N.J- | Bullock, Herold Abbot Milwaukce, “Jis. 
Trenton, N.J. | Estrumse, Elmer Frank Milwaulz7e, “Vis. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. | Mahoney, John Allan, Jr. Waukesha, Wis. 
New York, N.Y. | Feiling, Brunow William Wauwatosa, “Vis. 
Syracuse, N.Y. Cross, Walter Winfred Rawlins, Wyo. 
A ener sp | Dolim, Henry Fhilipv Honolulu, 7.H. 
asheville, Ne.) © ee ene ‘ 
Asheville, N.C.| The above listed "lying Cadets, who have 
Greensboro, N.C. been commissioned second lieutenants in the 
Lexineton, N.C.| Air Corps heserve, have been assigned to ex- 
Releigh, N.C. | tended active duty, under Special Orders of 
Tarboro, N.C. the War Departwent, recently issued, at the 
Wake Forest, N.C.. Air Corps stations iniiceted below, viz: 
ni aera | To Maxwell Field, Ale. 
te | arerson, W.A. heron Potter 
Blackwell. Okla. | Aubert Eolm Pratt 
3] Tt Okla. Baker Jowdy Schiel 
= - “a Okla. | Boyd Kennington Sheldon 
suckeeee Okla, | Bramnock Knowles Todd 
pany Okla. | Brovn Lang Torkelson 
Walter , Okla. Cenron Lee Waesche 
Aes Ore, | Ca7mines McConnell Wagner 
Scoble. an | Cross Mahoney Ya,ker 
- ‘1 mrt - zo Freeren Martin Welsh 
on? eo | Beatie Munson Winningham 
Allentown, Pa.;| po; q 
ahi ate | hall, C.§. Fayne, P.H. Yaeger 
* rm eta ra. | Hawes Payne, ReH. JZoeckler 
Philedelphia, Fa.| “O™°°™™*_ : 
Phoenixville, Pa. | To Pandolph Field, Texas 
Reinerton, Fa.| Alexander Fantone Watkins 
Scottsdale, Fa.) Bonar Hanmerle White 
Providence, R.I.| Brock Harris Williams 
Anderson, S.C.! Colburn Ostler Williford 
Kershaw, S.C.j| Evers Smeot Wynne 
Spartanburg, S.C. | Falkner Taute 
Smasae” ee | To Bollinz Field, D.C. 
Brookings, $.D.| Foster Schmidt Tyler 
Watertowm, S.D.; Larkin Stuber Wilburn 
a ay — | To Langley Fiel@, Va. 
Savenneh, ae | Chambers Schulze 
oo ee To Fort Lewis, Wash. 
a pine! Evens .. Greves Towler 
Buffelo, Taine! Gilbert.. Stidd Williamson 
tated Zeane) To Moffett Field, Calif. 
"i heed Terag| Benedict Foiling 
Dellas, Texas To Fort Sill, Okla. 
Hillsboro, Texas! Dixon Schneider Sullivan 
Bes ee | ¥ To Fort Brege, N.C. 
ae J. ssl 
Kilgore, Texas; Croom Kalberer Newsome 
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To Clmsted Field, Pa. 
Brann Lyon Poplawski 
Broidy Lyons Reiner 
Dow McWhorter Robinson 
Estrumse Noble Ruhf 
Lacey Pearson Sutton 
To Duncan Field, Texas | 
Cullum | 
To Patterson Field, Ohio 
Rarrow Hansman Morris | 
Cranston Fowerth Parker 
Grey Matthews Peterson 
Habeich Morgen | 
To Sacramento Air Depot, Calif. 
Bradley Herbert Palm | 
Bunch Nowotny Sherwood | 
Cranford Oberdorf Torelle | 
Hansen | 
To Panama Canal Devartment | 
Adams Dolim Kaliher | 
Adkins Ford Koehne 
Andersen Gerhart La Barbera 
Beere Good NcCrackin 
Brown, P.3. Gunckel Nartin, Wheeler , 
Bullock Gunn Musselwhite | 
Burns Guthrie Tirruccello 
Carter Kallihan Scott 
Chenoweth Taynes Smith-Mayes | 
Cook Eays Yeilding | 
Tenter Eerblin | 
~--000--- | 


HAMILTON FIELD 2OMBERS STAGZ CCMBAT EXERCISE | 


A STORY WITHOUT A TITLE 
By the Hamilton Field Correspondent 


It is believed that the following tale, at 
least now that it is concluded, presents so 
many unusual sides that it is worthy of being 

assed on. In it is witnessed the courage, 

cyalty, stick-to-itiveness, and good sports- 
menship of an ‘average’ soldier throughout the 
trials of a rather bewildering situation. 

Corporal Oliver R. Kamastra, A.M. 2nd Class, 
was serving in the 83th Reconnaissance Squad- 
ron at Hamilton Field, Calif., on the payday 
of November 1, 1938, when the Finance Officer 
notified him that he would have to withhold 
his pay pending further proof of his citizen- 
ship, made necessary under a recent clause in- 
cluded in the Pay of the Army bill passed by 
Congress. Corporal Kamastra had had 12 yeurs' 
service in the Army, was married, and the .. 
father of a Syear old baby, and another child 
yet unborn. 

What at first seemed a routine matter to 
satisfy the provisions of the citizenship 
clause developed into a long an¢ drawn-out af- 
fair of letter writin: to various official ar- 
chives, personal visitations to officiels con- 
cerned, ransacking of old trunks, and the 


| taking cf depositions, in an attempt to prove 


Corporal Zamastra's citizenship. 
The actual facts in the case were: The 


‘' father of this man was born in Holland in 


1880, immicreted to the United States with his 
parents at the ace of eight months, and ob- 
tained his naturalization papers when of a 
legal age. The father married a United States 


| citizen, and Kamastra was one of a number of 


Six B-18A Bombardment planes, commanded by 
Majcr Thad V. Yoster, Air Corps, engaged ina | 
flight from Hamilton Field, Calif., to Salt | 
Lake City, Utah, on December 2nd. The purpose; 
of the mission, which was in the form of a 
combat exercise, was tc give added impetus to | 
applications being received at the University | 
of Utah for flying cadet training. The exam 
ination of the prospective candidates is being! 
carried on by a boerc of Hamilton Ficld offi- | 
cers, headed by Mejor Elmer E. Adler, 7th Ban} 
bard:nent Group, &1. The board, which has 
practically covered ell of the larger univer- | 
sities ani colleges in the Northwest during | 
the past month, reports that eprroximately 68%; 
of the many applicants examined was able to | 
meet the requirexrents for acceptance. 

The 9th Bomberdment Equadron's exercise con-; 
sisted of three simulated bombing attacks on | 
several military objectives lecated in Salt 
Lake City. The first "attack'' was made by in- 
dividual airplanes; the second, by flizhts, 
and the third by the Squadron. Upon tae con- 
clusion of the mission, the airplanes remained 
at the Municipel Airport at Salt Lake City for 
the inspection of tiie public until the depart- 
ure of the Squadron the following afternoon 
for Hamilton Field. 

---000--- 

Three ferry crews from the 2nd Boanbardment 
Group, Langley Field, Va., recently departed | 
for the Boeing factory, Seattle, Wash., to | 


ean enema 





* ferry back as many new 3-17B airplanes. 5 
-15 


| children. 
| both parents were deceased. 


At the time of the pay hold-uw, 
The whole diffi- 
culty came about due to the apparent non-ex- 
istence of official papers to back up the 
facts. 

Lieanwhile, the Squadron Commander had no al- 
ternative but to strip Corporal Kumastra of 


| his grade and rating, rather than lose the pay 


involved altogether. However, Kamastra con- 
tinued carrying out his military duties and 
attexnpting to obtain the necessary proof. 


| Friends joined in giving him a helping hand 


financially to support his wife and two child- 


| ren, who were quartered off the Air Base. 


Finally, on November 4, 1939, over one year 
later, on the basis of a ruling by the Imni- 
gration Commission of the Department of Labor, 
the Finance Officer refunded the entire back 
pay due Corvoral Karastra, as of a Private,and 
he was adjudged e legal citizen of the United 
States. Now, also, he has been promoted back 
to the grade of Corporal. Receiving the back 
pay in one lum sun, he paid off his creditors 
emidst general rejoicing all around. After 
paying all his bills there was still some 
money left over. Corporal Kamestra has proved 
how little money a tamily can live on if they 
really have to, for there was no other income 
avaliable for him to draw on other than his 
Army pay. 

The interesting feature of this tale is the 
wisdom and coiwmon sense _. the Kamastra family 
Continued on Page 22). 
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Eerly use ty the Air Corps of a re- 
ractable landing gear was on the 1920 
Dayton-Wright Gordon Bennett Racer. The 
wneels retracted flush into the recess- 

ed sides of an elliptical monocoque 
fuselage. Employing a nut working on a 
threaded shaft, it was operated by a 
hand-crank in the pilot's cockpit, with 
a bicycle chain doing important mgs § 

This historical retractable gear is 
displayed in the Army Aeronautical Mu- 
seun at Wricht Field, and still works 
when the crank is turned. Years later, 
an adaptation of this design was used 
on the Curtiss FFC-1 Fighter and the 
Grummar Cerrier Scout. 

By 1932, six Army airplanes had re- 
tractable landing gears. With tne 
swing to low-wing monoplanes, designers 
devoted mor: attention to retractable 
landing gears, and soon they became a 
standard stepping stone to nigher 
speeds, longer range, and minimum fuel 
consumption. 

Since the retractable landing gear 
elweys weighs more than the fixed type 
with fairing for the same airplane Tine 
to the added weight of the retracting 
and actuating mechanism), the Air Corps 
does not use it on airplanes below the 
175 mp.h. class, except on trainers 
designed to acquaint students with re- 
tractable operation. 

A very general idea of the compara- 
tive weishts of fixed and retractable 
landing gears is indicated by the fol- 
lowing: The weight of fixed landing 
gears on five Air Corps airplanes rang- 
ed from 4.4 percent to 4.7 percent of 
the gross weignts of the airplanes. The 
retractable landing gears on five air- 
planes ranged from 5.5 percent to 6.1 
percent of the gross weights. 

Retractable lending gears are employ- 
ed on all Air Corps airplanes now in 
oases with the exception of a 

imited number of the slower Observa- 
tion and Reconnaissance tyves. 

No satisfactory studies have been 
made which show accurately the increase 
in high root resulting from the use of 
retractable landing gears instead of 
those fixed end faired. On certain 
types the high speed has been increased 
20 percent. An increase of slightly ~- 
Over 3O percent has been attained on 
certain installations. This is not a 
true indication, in that the retract- 
able landing gear in the extended posi- 
tion was not faired and so had a much 
greater drag than the faired, fixed 
gear. 

It is the practice in this country to 
retract the lancing gear in take-offs 
as s00n as the airplane has passed the 
last point over the field from which a 
straight ahead landing could still be 


RETRACTABLE LANDING GEARS 
By the Materiel means Correspondent 
ar 


'made. 

|. For each pound that is added to the 
| landing gear, about 15 pounds must be 
added to the whole airpiane. If reo- 
‘traction is into the fuselage, the 
|fuselage mast be enlarged and strength- 
ened; if retraction is into the wings, 
they also must be made larger and 

| stronger to compensate for the added 
load. This is a big price to pay, but 
|without retractable landing gears 
sveeds above 300 m.p.h. with the ' 
engines now in use would be impossible 
in most airplanes. 

The advantage of retracting the tail 
wheel is questionable below the 2c5- 
250 m.p.h. class. Over that figure, 
| retraction mey increase the high speed 
as much as two percent. Due so its 
'locaticn, it is alvays desirable (be- 
‘cause of aerodynaic advanteges) to re- 
| tract nose wheels. 
| In service airplanes, manua” opera- 

i tien cf the retractable systems 1s still 
retained only as a secondary system for 
'emergency use. All the primary systems 
(are power operated. 

| Airpianes weighing over 16,000 pounds 
i|neerly all have a central power system 

| which actuates gun turrets and controls, 
| flaps, borb doors, and brakes, as well 
(as the landing gear retraction system, 
‘In military airplanes it is immerative 

| that the og le attention be not mon- 
|opolized by landing gear operation 
|wnen engaged in formation take-offs or 

| landings. 

Types of manual or secondary systens 
(are cable and pulley, screw snd nut, 
worm and other gears, or hydraulic. The 
|latter usually consists of a pump unit 

| with operating handle, control valve 
i'for changing direction of tre flow, and 
|hydraulic jacks for movement of the un- 
| dercairriage structure. 

| Of the power systems, the electric 
imotor and hydrauiic pump, or the elec- 
|tric motor and mechanical coupling, are 
l used more often than the aero-engine 
‘coupling to a hyd:aulic pump, compress- 
|ed air motor and hydraulic pump, or 
|other paeumatic systems. 

| The purely mechanical system, having 
|only levers and hinges, is simple, posi- 
itive, and quick acting, besides Lay 
‘cheap to build and easy to maintain. But 
| they require too much of the pilot's 
jattention aud do not produce great 
forces. A mechanical cable system usu- 
lelly is light, simple and cheap, but 
ifovling of cables and pulleys, frayed 
'cables, and failure of synchronization 
‘due to stretched cables eliminate it 
'from Air Corps consideration. <A slide 
itube or track is usually light, simple 
;and —s operating, but it can jam. 

| So by the process of elimination, 
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‘though new problems are introduced, such 


- accident stated that Lieut. Potter was 


Of the ship in scattered directions. 
. taining only a damaged propeller, land- 





the designer chooses power systems, even 


as greater weight, pumps, leaks, conge- 
aled fluids, oa. “7, 

At the present time the retractable 
landing gear is power-operated, with a 
secondary system for manual operation. 
It is retracted into the wings, fuse- 
lage, or outboard engine nacelles. 

€ Janeane gear for a new type of 

airplane is designed expressly for that 
airplane. Retracting mechanisms havo 
rogressed to the po nt where the land- 
ng gear can be retracted forwards, 
backwards, or to either side. But to | 
attain maximum simplicity and efficien- 
cy at the lowest possible cost: in 
weight with the fewest complications in 
x gee and maintenance, there is usu- 
ally just one ideal form of retractable 
landing goer for that particular air- 

lane. ow the designer works out that 
ideal form will be described in a sec- 
ond article. 

-~-000--~ 


AIR COLLISION CAUSES DEATH OF LT. POTTER | 


Second Lieut, P.O. Potter, Air Re- 
serve, was killed instantly on November 
17th, when the single-seater P-36 Boeing 
Pursuit plane he was flying crashed to 
earth after dap with another 
plane over Albrook Field, Canal Zone. 

Lieut. Potter was on active duty with 
the 19th Composite Wing of the Panama 
Canal Department Air Force. He was on 
stent duty with the 24th Pursuit Squad- 

on, 

Official commmication concerning the 


Foe in the rear of the first element 
of a flight enroute to Rio Hato, Repub- 
lic of Panama, for routine gu ery prac- 
tice. His element was circling the 
field, gaining altitude, when the sec- 
Ond element of the flight took off. 

e maneuver of "closing up" the ele- 
Ments then got under way. age this 
phase, Potter's pishe suddenly struck a 
rough patch of air which bounced his 
ship several yards higher. The leading 
gine of the secand element was direct-— 

y over him and the ship's pr eller 
tore off the lower plane's tail asscmb- 
ly, including rudder and elevat fins. 
He did not have sufficient altitude to 

bail out" in his parackite. 

Following the collision, Potter's 
Plane nose-dived to earth on the west 
Side of Diablo Road, about 50 feet 
south of the Panama Canal lumber sheds. 

e terrific force of the crash twisted 
and tore. some 20 feet. of rahlroad track. 
Exploding gas tanks blew: the remainder 


The other ship in the collision, sus- 
5 ot eee afterward at Albrook 








Lient. Potter wes not married. His 











Tll., and 
hir Corps is 





parents reside in Chicago 
the deep sympathy of the 
extended to them, F 
* ~---000-—— 


"BOY, PAGE RUBE GOLDBERG!" 


There filtered into the Information 
Division a communication, which reads 
as follows: 

"Sacramento 
November 27, 1939. 


Dear Sir: 

This is ie mi me en 9 4 2 
by which each an very om oppe 
ove an enemy Wars n the open Sea 


will score 2 direct hit 
The higher the altitude of the Bomb- 
ing Plane, the easier Will the Bomb 
find its target! ‘ 

First, the descending Bomb is slowed 
down by a small Parachute. To this 
Bomb and hp :~ ee is af- 
fixed a rudimentary Ruder. 

Finally, to the Ruder a Pigeon is 
harnessed in sucn a way that it is 
reasonaoly able to use its wi » and 
its attachment to the Ruder must be 
such that when the Pigeon struscies to 
fy in a certain direction, the Ruder 
Wiil tilt so as to s eer he chuted 

omb in the same direction. 

Thus the distressed Pigeon on its de- 
scent finds itseli in the same Predica- 
ment as any other tired Bird crossing 
the Ocean--and the ‘Instinct of Self- 

reservation' will force it to struggle 
to alight cn the ship. 

So our descending Bomb will be guided 
toward its destination by two forces. 




















|That of the direct pull of the Pigeon's 


attempt to fly and that of the steering 
device! 

From the foregoing it is clear that 
ae Ssaeer wo coy | Fa pare 
the greater the Radius o ectiveness. 

The Perachute can be dispensed 7 th 
if a transparent Wing-breaker is de- 
signea for the Pigeon, 

Such Wind-breaker will act as a Para- 
chute in itself and censktlcs of th 

aan of the descending Bomb, the bird 
sir be able to see and to use its 


wings. 
That, however, is a minor problem for 
the Expert in Aeromechanics. 

As to whether the ‘Instinct — if- 
reservation' will function in the dis- 
Rrensed Bird? Next to the'Law of Gravi- 
tation' it is the most melis’ le element 
of our contrivance... Nature has provided 
both. . If in Warfare we do not hesitate 

to depend on the 'Homing Instinct' of 
‘the Carrier FagenD = no @ ade... - 
vantage of an Instinct that is the very 


root of all Life? 
firs intended to take this mat- 


ter up with some Aeroplane construction 
company, but it seems to me that this 
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is a better way. 
Therefore, Sir, I do respectfully submit 
this Idea for your kind consideration. 
a Trot will care to avail 
themselves of it I would naturally expect some 


Also, I am sure that the 


sort of pay for it. 
arted 


Intelligence of this method would be imp 
to’ the Govermment of the United States. 
If, however, you should decide against it, I 
would like to take it up with some expert in 
Aviation in America, 
I am, dear Sir, 
Very respectfully yours, 


ee @eeereeeeeeeeereeeee eee 


BRAZILIAN OFFICERS ON INSPECTION TOUR 


Arriving with the setting sum, six of Uncle 
Sem's ‘Flying Fortresses' landed at Bolling 
Field, D.C., on Sunday, Novenber 26th, bring- 
ing from their country ten Brazilien officers 
who were given an enthusiastic reception by 
Air Corps personnel and throngs of civilian 
visitors. 

Here to inspect Air Corps activities, the 
delegation was greeted by Hon. Louis Johnson, 
Assistant Secretary of War; Brezilian Ambasse- 
dor Carlos Martins; General George C.Marshall, 





Chief of Staff; Major General Henry H.Arnold, 


Chief sf the Air Corps, and other high offi- | 


cials. Directly following their arrival, a 


reception honoring the visitors was given by 
the Bolling Field Officers' Club. 

A personal message to President Roosevelt 
from Presicent Gatulio Vargas, of Brazil, was 
carried by Major General Delos C. Emmons, Com 
mander of the flight. The round trip flight 
to Rio de Janeiro was made to attend the 50th 
anniversary celebration of the Brazilian Re- 
public. Headwinds were encountered on the re- 
turn flight, and oxygen was resorted to dur- 
ing a considerable portion of the journey. 

The Brazilian officers are at present on an 
inspection trip visiting Air Corps fields. 
They are piloted by Captain John G. Fowler and 
2nd Lieut. W.A. Rambo, Air Corps, of Bolling 
Field. 


Three Langley Field officers - lst Lieut. 
Jack Roberts, pilot; Lieut. Henry G. Barrett, 
co-pilot, and fiejor Herrison G. Crocker, en- 
gineering officer, left in a B-18 Bombardment 
airplane on November 27th for Jacksonville, 
Fla., to assist in repeiring a B-17 'Flying 
Fortress' which was grounded at the Florida 
city beceuse of propeller trouble on its re- 
turn flight from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, to 
Langley Field. 

---Q00—--= 


Construction of the new barracks at Bolling 
Field, D.C., has been completed, and they are 
at present being occupied by 420 brand new Air 
Corps enlisted men. 
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COMMISSIONED PERSONNEL ON DUTY IN THE OTFICE OF THE CHIEF OF THE AIR CORPS 


Major General Henry H. Arnold 
Brigadier General Barton K. Yount 


EXECUTIVE DIVISION 
Lt.Col. Ira C. Eaker Capt. Harold W.Bowman 
Major Claude E. Duncan Capt. Luther S. Smith 


FINANCE DIVISION 
Maj.Austin W.Martenstein Maj. Leland W. Miller 
Captain Edward EF. White 


INFORMATION DIVISION 
Lt.Col. Robert C. Candee Maj.Arthur I. Ennis 
Major Edward E.Hildreth Maj. Thomas D. White 
Capt. Haywood S.Hansell Capt. James F.Olive 


i INSPECTION DIVISION 
Maj. Barney M. Giles Capt. Samel R. 
Maj. Charles W. Sullivan Harris, Jr. 


MATERIEL DIVISION 
Brigadier General George H. Brett 

Lt.Col. Otto G. Trunk Capt. Benj.W. -Chidlew 
Lt.Col. Wm. F. Volandt Capt. Donald F:Friteh 
Lt.Col. Geo. S. Warren Capt. Mervin E: Gross 
j- Evers Abbey Capt. Wm T. Hefley 

. Harold L. Clark Capt. Frank G. Irvin 
Maj. John A.Leird,Jr. Capt. Glen C. Jamison 
Maj. Edmund C.L Capt. Alfred A.Kessler 
Maj. Alfred J. Lyon Capt. Aubrey L. Moore 
Mej. Jemes F. Powell “Capt. Edgar H. Snodgrass 
la Edward M. Powers Capt. Charles A. Ross 


EE 


3. Walter J. Reed Capt. P.W. Timberlake 
Wallace G. Smith Capt. Lyman P. Whitten 


| Col. Carl Spaatz 





*J_A.G. Dept. 


- MEDICAL DIVISION 
Col. David N.W. Grant Mejor Wm. H. Lawton* 
Lt. Col. Robert J. Platt Capt.Wilfred F. Hall 

*Temorary duty. . 

PERSONNEL DIVISION 
Lt. Col. Asa N. Duncan Maj.Omer 0.Niergarth 
Major Orin J. Bushey Capt.Ralph E.Fisher 
Maj. James T.Cumberpatch Capt. Richard E. Nugent 
Maj. Donald R. Goodrich 


FLANS DIVISION 
Lt.Col.Wm. E. Farthing 
Capt. Aubry L.Moore 


Maj. Warren R.Carter 
Capt. G.P. Saville 


Maj.Richard C.Coupland® 
Maj. John E. Upston t.H. S. Vandenberg 
Capt.Townsend Griffiss “Ord. Dept. 
RESERVE DIVISION , 

Lt.Col. Harry H.Young Capt. Cecil E.Henry 
Major Paul E. Burrows 

TRAINING AND OPERATIONS DIVISION 
Lt.Col.Geo.E.Stratemeyer Maj.Robt.M. Webster 
Lt.Col.Arthur B.McDaniel Capt. T.H. Baxter 
Maj. Lawrence J. Carr Capt. L.D. Frederick 
Maj. Oliver S. Ferson Capt. Walter S. Lee 
Maj. Charles A. Horn Capt. James G. Pratt 
Maj. John F. McBlain Capt. Robert M.Losey 
Maj. Angier H. Foster 


---000--— 
Room numbers and telephone numbers will be 
given in next issue. 
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SOTH GROUF DEPARTS FOR MOFFETT FIELD 
Ry the Barksdale Field Correspondent 


When Barksdale Field came into exis- 
tence as a tactical field, it became 
the home of the 20th Pursuit Group. The 
Group,was transferred here from Mather 
Field, Calif., and Colonel Millard fF. 
Harmon assumei command. 

The officers and enlisted men enjoyed 
several years in the red-lands of Louis- 
tana wnen the time came for them to 
pick up their beds and proceed back to 
the sunny hills of California: On No- 
vember 6th, four flights of Pursuit 
airplenes iepartei from Barksdale Field 
at intervals, enroute to Moffett Field, 
Sunnyvale, Calif., their new home. The 
Group was commended by Lieut. Colonel 
Ross G. Hoyt and, proceeding over the 
southern route, arrived at March Field 
the same day. The flight to Moffett 
Field was accomplished the following 
jey without incident, thereby conmlet- 
ing the transfer of the Group's "strik- 
ing force" of "pea-shooters",. 

he officers were euthorized a delay 
of two days at Moffett Field to go 
"house hunting", before making the re- 
turn trip in two ©39's and five B-16's. 
From all reports, some were very suc- 
cessful in their search, while others 
ne ta an expression not quite so pleas- 
ant. 

During the flight of the officers to 
the West Coast, the enlisted men of the 
Group were busy at Barksdale Field pre- 
aring the equipment and impedimenta 

or shipment by reil to the new station. 
All organization equipment, including 
office furniture and airplane accesso- 
ries, were crated and loaded on rail 
cars before November 15th. The person- 
nel, except those traveling by privately 
orned conveyance,entrained at Barksdale 
Field at 2:45 p.m, on November 15th. At 


3:00 p.m., the train pulled out, bogin- . 


ning the long journey to Moffett Field, 


via Kansas ef . 
While some of us were Hip id em. the 
departure of the train we realized that 


many of the soldiers abroad were leavy— 
ing a post which they had seen grow, ° 
and who had done their share to help 
erow from farmlands to a beautiful and 
modernistic city, affording the conven- 
iences and comforts of any community to 
its present and future residents. 

at bape the departure of the 20th 
Fursuit Group temporarily relieved an 
accute situation at Barksijale by vacat- 
ing officers and noncommissioned offi- 
cers' quarters, barracks and hangars, 
the gloom that was cest over the field 
from seeing many a friend leave our 
midst was apparent. We sincerely hope 
that each one of them will enjoy their 
new home and service there as much as 
we enjoyed having them as a member of 
this command. 

. ---000--- 
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CONGRESSIONAL PARTY VISITS CANAL ZONE 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


| Members of the Congressiznal Commit- 
'tee on Military Appropriations, with 
other Senators and Representatives, ar- 
lrivei at Albrook Field, Canal Zone, on 
iNovember 17th for a tour of the defens- 
ies of the Panama Canal Zone. The group 
|remained here four days on an inspec- 
ition of the various militery depart- 
;ments of the Canal Zone. 
| The Congresional party was flown 
ifrom Washington, via Costa Rica, in 
‘three U.S. Army Transport planes. Army 
'officers in command of the Transports 
'included Major John E. Upston, Air 
i Corps; Major A.R. Wilson, of the Gen- 
‘eral Staff Corps, and Colonel C.C. 
‘Stokely, Infantry. 
| Air Corps flight personnel of the 
iTrensvorts were: Captains R.S. Culbert- 
(son, Patterson Field, Ohio; M.C. Wood- 
|bury, Wright Field, Ohio; end Lieuts. 
'P.W, Rafferty (Reserve), W.C. Davis, 
,d.J. Roberts and X.A. Cavenah, all of 
the Middletown, Fa., Air LTepot. 
| Unlisted Air Corns personnel on the 
'flight were Staff Set. T.F. Erinkmzen, 
iSet. H.L. Fagley, Corp. N.R. Turner, 
'Pvt. J.0. Riggs, all of the Middletown 
{Air Depot, and Starf Set. Plato Miller 
iand Pvt. L.B. Price, of the Fairfield 
| Air Depot. 
| The welcoming committee at Albrook 
|Field was composed of the U.S. Ambassa- 
‘dor to Panama, Hon. Wm. A. Dawson; 
,Major General David L. Stone, Commend- 
|ing General of the Fanama Canal Depert- 
ment; Major General Ben Lear; Brigadier 
|General S. Jarman, Commanding General 
'of Fort Clayton; Brigacier General 
Herbert A. Dargue, Commanding General 
'of the Air Forces of the Fanema Canal 
| Department; Major Mark Devine, aide- 
|de-camp to Generel Stone; Colonel Ray 
Bishop, Commanding Officer of the 
Quarry Heights post; Major li.R. Cox, 
| Chief of Military Intelligence of the 
i|Panema Canal Denartment; Colonel Thurs-= 
ton Hughes, Adjutent General's Depart- 
ment; Colonel R.L. Tilton, of the Gen- 
eral Staff Corps of the Department; and 
other members of Generel Stone's staff. 
The Congressional party included 
iSenators Hlmer Thomas, Oklahoma; H.S. 
| Truman, Missouri, of the Senate Commit- 
‘tee on Appropriations; Shcrmen Minton, 
Indiana; E.H. Schwertz, Wyoming; and 
Chan Gurney, South Dakota, all of the 
Senate Committee on Military Affairs. 
Members of the House of Representa- 
tives in the party were Congressmen 
D.D. Terry, Arkensas, House Committee 
on Military Appropriations; J.M. Cos- 
i'letto, California; Overton Brooks, 
Louisiana; J.C. Sperkman, Alabama; C.R. 
Cleson, Massachusetts; P.W. Shafor, 
Michigan; T.E. Martin, Iowa, all mem- 
bers of the House Committee on Military 
| Affairs. 
Representative W.D. Byron, member of 
V-8306,A.C. 











the Committee on Coinage, Weights and 
Measures, due to illness, left the 
arty at Costa Rica, where the party 
d remained for a day. 
On arrival at Albrook Field, the par- 
ty received the 17-gun salute due their 
rank, end, accompanied by Lajor General 





'the festivities. 


A favorite number was 
"The Beer Barrel Polka." 
Shortly following the dinner, members 


|went to the American Legation for an 


j 
j 
' 


evening of dancing. This was followed 
by a private dinner for a number of mem- 


|bers of the flight. 


Stone and his staff, reviewed the guard 


of honor. 

"The purpose of this trip of inspec- 
tion to the Isthmus," said Senator 
Thomas, senior member of the Congres- 
sional group, "is to enable us to pic- 
ture mre accurately the anproximate 
needs of the Panama Canal for addition- 
al defense measures. We will have ac- 
curate information after this trip 
which will enable us to analyze the ar- 

ents and discussions which come be- 
ore us in the Senate and during the 
Committee hearings." 


A number of members of the command of 


| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 


} 
} 
' 
' 


On the following day, the flight re- 
turned to Managua, where members of the 
Congressional party were met by the 
three C-39's and one B.-18, and continu- 
ed on to Guatemala iy. Colonel Pate 
also made this trip. he remainder of 
the flight went to San Jose and 
the night, returning to Albrook 
Thanksgiving morning. 

Pilots and crew members makire the 
trip, besides those named above, in- 


ent 
leld 


‘cluded Captain Roger Browne, 2nd Lieut. 


i 
| 
| 


Albrook Field, Canal Zone, recently had | 


their first oppee mans of visiting 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras, while transport- 
ieg. members of the Congressional party 
to that Central American point. 

The trip was =ade in nine A-17's, 


! 


'Master Sergcant Fietcher 


Alvin RB. Luedecke, Air Corps; 2nd Lts. 
H.A. Von Tungeln, John P, Breckinridge, 
Air Reserve, from France Field; lst 
Lieut. James B. Buck, 2nd Lieuts. L.W. 
Chick, McDonald H. Hays, “a Pusey, 

J. Cox and 
Pearre. 


Sergeant C.3. : 
Members of the Songressional 


art 


wae vy 
‘making the trip with the Albrook Field 


while one B-18 ade the trip to Managua, 


Nicar » and continued on to Guate- 
rala City, Guaterala, when the Congres- 
sional party was returned there from 


Tegacigalpe. 
the trip was started on the morning 
of November 2lst, after the party had 


been given an official farewell, inc lud- 


ing a guard of honor at Albrook Field. 
Eight of the members made the trip in 

A-17's, while the others made the trip 
to Managua in the C-39's in which they 
left the United States. 

One B-18 and one 4-17 had taken off 
earlier for Managua and San Jose, Costa 
Rica, The B-18 was piloted by epagen 
Arthur L. tk Jr., Air Corps, with 
lst Lieut. ©.T. Goldenberg as co-pilot; 
Tech, Sgt. A.A. Dupre as engineer, and 
Pvt. G.A. Ragsdale as radio engineer. 
The A-17 was piloted by lst Lieut. J.R. 
Kelly, and went to San Jose, where Col. 
Ben Pate, Military Attache, was met and 


taken to a, ‘ 

All planes landed at Managua, and af- 
ter the nine 4-17's has refueled they 
took off for Tegucigalpa. 

All members of the Congressional par- 
ty and officers on the trip were royal- 
ly entertained in Honduras. Officers 
stayed at the Army School of Aviation 
* nn yarn Spee Rag nner? 4 the 

ongressional party were provided quar- 
ters at the American Legation. ; 

Opening the festivities at the dondu- 
ran City was a hp gh for all members 
of the flight, which was given by high 
ranking army and government officials 
of Honduras. A genuine native marimba 
band provided music during the cocktail 
hour and dinner. The band surprised 
the visitors by beating out the latest 
hits from the United States all during 





: Celestia 





lanes were Representatives John H. 
jparkman, John M. Costello, Thomas E, 
Martin, Davia D. Terry, Paul W. Shafer, 
and Senator Chan Gurney. Also riding 
in the A-17's were Colonel ©.C. Stokely, 
Infantry, and Major A.R. Wilson, Gener- 
al Staff Corps. . 


DEAD RSCXONING NAVIGATION SCHOOL OF THE 
88TH RxCOWNAISSANCS SQUADRON, 


The ground school and flying missions 
in the Dead Reckoning Navigation School 
being conducted in the 88th Reconnais- 
sance Squadron, Hamilton Field, Calif., 
under the instruction of end Lieut. 

H..i, Chaffin, Air Corps, were just re- 
cently completed. The school was in 
session for a period of five weeks. The 
ades'and results of missions are be- 
ng forwarded to the Commanding General, 
Go Air Force, showing that the follow- 
ing officers panceseaa Wy paeped the 
course: 2nd Lieuts. J.W. ssion, E.T. 
Pardee, Q.T. ck, R.F. Ezzard and 
J.B, Wells. ine results were acnieved 
by all concerned, and the News Letter 
Correspondent believes that much of the 
credit for such a good showing is due 
to the better equipment constantly be- 
ing received. 
Ollowing on the heels of the Dead 
Reckoning Navigation course, one in 
T Navigation was immediately 
begun with the same instructor and stu- 
dents. The complete course, ground 
school and flying missions, will re- 
uire approximately six weeks. Second 
ieut. W.J. Prichard recently completed 
the hho) missions for qualification 
as Celestial Navigator, having attended 


@ previous course but being prevented 
V-8306, A.C. 


| from completing it. 
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Pvt. Patrick Ez. wecuien, 

8th Signal Service 
Selfridge Field, flich. 


"HERMAN, WHAT WUZ THAT 'BOUT PICKIN’ 
UP A PIN AND HAVING LUCK ALL DAY?" 
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GRADUATION OF STUDENTS FROM CHANUTE FIELD 
A total of 79 students graduated on October 


loon by 27th from four different courses of instruc- 
questions tion at the Air Corps Technical School,Chamte 
was answered | Field Branch, Rantoul, Ill. Eleven graduated 





-_- 
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from Class #1, Airereft Metal Workers; 7 fran 
Class #1, Aircraft Welders; 33 from Class #, 
Radio Ogee end Operators; and 28 from 
Class #10, Airplane Mechanics. 

The stations from which there 
assigned to take the courses of instruction 
are indicated below: 


tes were 


Courses cf Instruction 
Air Corps Stations A.M.W. A.W. R.R.& 0. AM 


Barksdale Field 
Bolling Field 
Brooks Field 
Boston 
Chamite Field 
Fort Bragg 
Fort Lewis 
Fort Sill 
Hamilton Field 
Kelly Field 
Langley Field 
Lo Field 
March Field 
Maxwell Field 
Mitchel Field 
oo Field 
ttsburgh 
Randolph Field 
Scott Field 
Selfridge Field 
Totals 
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A STORY YITHOUT A TITLE (From Page 15) 


displayed throughout their period of adversity 
in ‘handling the family budget, knowing that 

there was a chance that he might never receive 
his pay. Corporal Kemastra has proven himself 








by his loyalty, absence of resen tad oa 


level-headed calm. The News Letter Correspon- 
dent would like to present the picture of this 
soldier and family as an example of the type 
of man that the Air Corps possesses, and re- 
mark that with this type of backbone the Air 
Corps is well fitted to carry out any job that 
tay be assigned to it. 


er 


ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL STUDENTS ESTABLISH 
UNUSUAL RECORD. 


Students of the Air Corps Advanced Flying 
School at Kelly Field, Texas, set a record for 
flying on the nights of November 20th and 21st 
when they covered an aggregate distance of 
71,133 miles, or the equivalent of almost 
three times around the earth. The record was 
established as the result of the students mak- 
ing up lost flying time they suffered the pre- 
vious week due to inclement weather. Four 
flight sections participated in flying these 
two nights, although it has been customary for 
‘only two sections to fly at night. Only one 
‘student in the entire class failed to carry 
cut his complete flying mission when he was 
forced to bring his plane down in a field, but 
he did so without injury to himself or damage 
to his airplane. 

The —_ stics given hereinafter may be of 

bt 
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NIGHT FLYING BY ACAFS, WEEK OF NOV. 20,1939 

















Miles Hours 
Nov. 20, 1939: — 
Sect on . 10,890 82: 30 
Section II 9,288 66:00 
Section III Se a 
Section IV 1 : 
Total 36 ,090 276:00 
November 21, 1939: 
Section I 10,230 79:30 
Section II 7,800 62230 
Section III on pone n 
Section IV : 1 33 
Total 35,043 270:00 
Rovember 24, 1939: 
~ gection Il 1,425 11:15 
Section II 7,176 58:00 
Section III 10,449 74:15 
Section IV 8,901 63:30 
Total 27,951 267300 


Total night flying for week - 99,084 miles 

753:00 hours 
Colonel Eugene A. Lohman,. Assistant Conman- 
dant of the Air Corps Advanced Flying School, 
Kelly Field, Texas, assumed command of Brooks 
Field, a sub-post of Kelly Field, on November 
12th, 1939, relieving Lieut. Colonel Douglas 
Johr.ston, who has been transferred to Mitchel 


Field. 
. ---000--- 
RETIREMENT OF MASTER SERGEANT PATRICK J. HAYES 
War Department Orders recently issued placed 


Master Sergeant Patrick J. Hayes, veteran line 
chief, 63rd School Squadron, Kelly Field,Texas, 


| on the retired list of the Army, effective 


November 30, 1939. 

Sergeant Hayes first entered the service on 
Jamary 19, 1911, for duty in China. Returning 
to the United States three years later, he 
then served with the 42nd School Squadron, the 
8th Attack Squadron, and the lst Observation 
Squadron. He has in his possession nine dis- 
charges which bear the notation 'Character, 
excellent.'' 

At an aerial review flown by 96 members of 
the Flying Instructors’ School at Kelly Field 
(graduates of Class 39-C), as their graduation 
exercise and in honor of the Congressional 

y inspecting Kelly Field on November 24, 
939, Sergeant — was distinctly honored by 
taking position alongside the Commandant of 
the Air Corps Advanced Flying School, Colonel 
Frenk D. Lackland, as well as the distinguish- 
ed guests and visitors. 

In the evening of the same day, Sergeant 
Hayes' organization, the 63rd School Squadron, 
commended by Captain Harvey F. Dyer, Air Corps, 
tendered him a farewell dinner. The Conmand- 
ant, members of the staff and faculty of the 
School, as well as officers and enlisted men 
of the Sergeant's organization, were present 
to pey him tribute on his well-earned retire- 
men . 
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